
Tuesday, August 6th — 6:00 to 8:00 PM 

Utilizing Rotational Grazing to Improve Wildlife Habitat, Reduce Brush, Control Weeds, 

and Keep Cattle Productive – Year 5  

Buena Vista Wildlife Area, Lake Road, Portage County  

The Buena Vista Wildlife Area formerly existed as marshland, dominated by tamarack and black spruce until being 

drained for agricultural purposes in the early 1900s. In the mid-1950s a successful partnership between the WDNR, Dane 

County Conservation League, and Society of Tympanuchus Cupido Pinnatus was specifically created to purchase lands to 

be managed as grassland habitat for the greater prairie chicken (a state threatened species in Wisconsin) and other 

grassland-dependent species. Buena Vista Grasslands is home to the largest concentration of greater prairie chickens in 

Wisconsin and represents one of the most extensive grasslands east of the Mississippi River. The property harbors a 

healthy population of other important grassland bird species, including Henslow sparrows (state threatened species), 

short-eared owls, upland sandpipers, northern harriers, bobolinks, and eastern and western meadowlarks, to name a few. 

In 2014 Erin Grossman (WDNR) and William Kolodziej (Rancher) began managing 320 acres of the Buena Vista 

Wildlife Area, using rotational grazing as a tool to achieve WDNR management goals of reducing chemical and 

mechanical treatments to manage grasslands, and keeping cattle production practical and productive. While in 2015, five 

UW Madison graduate students began measuring and studying the project’s success. Since then, rotational grazing has 

proven to be a successful tool in the WDNR’s toolbox. Grassland birds now are successfully fledging chicks on 

pasturelands. Several greater prairie chicken broods can now be flushed during the grazing season, while bobolinks and 

other grassland bird species of special concern can also be observed.  Many other wildlife species have also benefited 

from the increased cover provided by grasses and forbs. As noted by independent researchers, Ann and Scott Swengel, 

“Lake Road pastures are cranking out the Monarchs at an abundance higher than the other grasslands so far.  Monarchs 

are a big deal to the public and to governments.  Last year was am monster Monarch year at Buena, and this year is 

shaping up to be huge also.   The early July Monarch brood, 1st one to be entirely raised in Wisconsin each year, was 

already pretty big on June 29.  And it will keep getting bigger for the next week or more.” 

Zach Knab, WDNR, has now taken over for Erin Grossman, working alongside William Kolodziej to achieve WDNR’s 

management goals. Improvements to wildlife habitat can be observed each year, with the increasing numbers of song 

birds, prairie chickens, and butterflies, in addition to the increased forage available to cattle. This year the grass is thicker 

than ever before and the cattle are thriving.  Thanks to a switch to pre-set polywire paddocks, multiple water tanks, and a 

solar charging station for the fence energizer, the burdening work load has been reduced… NO MORE winding a quarter 

mile of polywire, carrying 25 step-in post, dragging 500 gallon water tanks and carrying multiple fresh 12 volt batteries 

for the fence energizer! Come see the wildlife (and the cows). 

Directions: From I39, take State Highway 54 west ¾ miles to Hoover Ave. Take Hoover Ave. south ¾ miles to 

Prairie Drive. Take Prairie Drive west 1 mile to Taft Avenue. Take Taft Avenue south 4 miles to Lake Road. Take 

Lake Road west 1½ miles. Watch for signs 

 

  


