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Overview 

A fact-finding survey of residents in the Eastern Marathon County Lakes Project study area was 

conducted to collect baseline data about awareness, attitudes and behaviors as they relate to lake 

management and water quality. These data will be used to help shape the kinds of technical assistance, 

educational programs and outreach efforts provided by Marathon County, UW-Extension and the 

University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point. 

Methods 

In March of 2012, 682 residents living in the ground and surface watersheds that encompass the 11 

lakes in the Eastern Marathon County Lakes Project were surveyed. Eight surveys were returned as 

undeliverable for a total sample size of 674. Residents received a letter introducing the project and an 

opportunity to take the survey online through Survey Monkey. Those residents that did not respond 

received a copy of the survey in the mail. A reminder postcard was sent out to those who had not yet 

responded. A final copy of the survey was sent out to the remaining non-respondents in July of 2012.  A 

total of 296 people completed the questionnaire for a response rate of 44%.  
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Section 1: Resident Profile 

Table 1. Resident Demographics 

Characteristic Number (N) Proportion (%) 

      

Age     

17 or younger 0 0.0% 

18-20 0 0.0% 

21-29 2 0.8% 

30-39 17 6.9% 

40-49 39 15.9% 

50-59 71 28.9% 

60 or older 116 47.3% 

Total 245  

Skipped question 41  

   

Gender    

Male 188 74.3% 

Female 68 26.9% 

Total 288  

Skipped question 35  

   

Highest level of school or 
highest degree received 

 
 

Less than high school 
degree 

 
11 4.30% 

High school degree or 
equivalent (GED) 

 
79 31.0% 

Some college but no degree 60 23.5% 

Associate degree 34 13.3% 

Bachelor degree 39 15.3% 

Graduate degree 23 9.0% 

Doctoral degree 9 3.5% 

Total 263  

Skipped question 33  

      

Residence Type     

Year Round Resident 182 70.8% 

Less than 3 months out of 
the year 55 21.4% 

More than 6 months but 
less that 12 months out of 
the year 2 0.8% 
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Skipped question 31  

Total 288  

      

Years lived at current residence in Marathon County   

1- 5 years 28 14.29% 

6-10 years 31 15.82% 

11-25 years 73 37.24% 

More than 25 years 64 32.65% 

Total 288  

Skipped question 92  

      

Residency information 

Lakefront property owner 137 51.70% 

Agricultural producer 22 8.30% 

Resident of Marathon 
county, who is neither of 
the above  106 40.0% 

Total 288  

Skipped question 23  

   

Approximate size of your 
property 

 
 

1/4 acre or less 22 8.5% 

More than a ¼ acre but less 
than 1 acre 

66 
25.6% 

1 acre to less than 5 acre 68 26.4% 

More than 5 acre  102 39.5% 

Total 288  

Skipped question 30  

   

Importance of stewardship 
for property 

 
 

Very important 197 76.4% 

Important 56 21.7% 

Neutral 5 1.9% 

Not important 0 0 

Total 288  

Skipped question 30  
 

The residents who responded to the survey tended to be male, between the ages of 50 and 59, have a 

high school degree or an equivalent, and own 5 acres or more of lakefront property. Respondents also 

were likely to have lived in the area for more than 10 years and feel that it is very important to be a 

good steward of their property. 
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Section 2: General Information: 

The following section introduces the types of experiences residents enjoy, what residents believe are 

the signs of a healthy lake, the practices which cause a lake to become unhealthy, and the residents 

level of experience with different practices. 

 

Figure 1.  Lake experiences residents enjoy 

 
Residents who responded tend to enjoy a variety of activities on the lakes, with most respondents 
indicating they enjoy consumptive activities like fishing, hunting, and trapping.  Non-motorized activities 
and family events were the second and third activities enjoyed by the respondents. 
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Figure 2. Signs of a healthy lake 

 
Residents who responded correctly identified multiple factors indicating a healthy (or unhealthy) 
waterbody.  Many people are unaware that trees can provide benefits to lake ecosystems.  There was a 
high degree of uncertainty with regard to ice ridges along the shore.  Ice ridges can provide ecological 
benefits, though also damage personal property.   
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Figure 3. Practices that cause a lake to become unhealthy 

 
Residents felt that disposing of lawn clippings in the lake (86 percent, n=241), foreign aquatic invasive 
species (92 percent, n=263) and leaky septic systems (90 percent, n=256) were among the practices that 
caused the moderate to severe problems in maintaining water quality in the lakes.  
Residents felt that campfires on the beach (71 percent, n=199) and docks (81 percent, n=229) created 
no to slight problems to water quality in lakes. 
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Figure 4. Resident’s Familiarity with and Use of Lake Quality Improvement or Protection Practices. 

 

Residents who responded were asked about general activities they take part in that protects 

environmental quality. For many practices a number of respondents indicated that the practice does not 

apply to them.  The respondents stated that they are currently engaged in recycling oil, planting trees 

and shrubs, and properly disposing of household waste. The behaviors that are more specific to water 

quality and stormwater management are less commonly implemented by the respondents.  Notable is 

the fact that many respondents have never heard of rain gardens, grass swales, porous pavement, 

vegetated filter strips, and riparian buffers.  The fact that many of the respondents have not heard of 

these technologies displays the need for further education and outreach of options to with the use and 

of lake quality improvement or protection practices.  
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Section 3. Removal of Weeds from Watercrafts  

The following sets of questions address behaviors identified by Marathon County Department of 

Conservation, Planning, and Zoning as important to successful lake management in the project area.  

Table 2. Weed removal from watercrafts  

Characteristic                Number               Proportion (%) 

      

Do you remove weeds from your watercraft before 
entering and leaving a lake?   

Currently remove weeds 122 45.0% 

Don't currently remove 
weeds 2 0.70% 

Have never removed 
weeds 0 0.00% 

Keep watercraft in same 
lake 65 24.0% 

Don’t own watercraft 82 30.3% 

Total 288  

Skipped question 17  

   

      

How familiar are you with the practice of removing 
weeds from your watercraft when using lakes?    

Never heard of it  2 1.1% 

Somewhat familiar with it 19 10.2% 

Know how to, but not 
doing it 12 6.5% 

Currently do it 153 82.3% 

Total 288  

Skipped question 102  

      

Are you willing to remove weeds from your watercraft before entering and leaving a 
lake? 

Yes 186                                  98.90% 

No 1                                  00.50% 

Maybe 1   00.50% 

Total 288  

Skipped question 100  

      

Most residents (82 percent, n= 153) currently remove weeds from their watercraft when using lakes.  
Nearly a quarter of residents surveyed (24 percent, n=65) state that they keep their boat in the same 
lake, whereas another 45 percent respondents (n=122) currently remove weeds.  30 percent of the 
respondents (n=82) state that they do not own a boat.  Most of the respondents are familiar with the 
concept of removing weeds from their watercraft before and after use.   
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Figure 5: Factors Limiting Residents Ability to Remove Weeds from Watercraft 

Respondents indicate that they are doing an excellent job of preventing the spread of invasive aquatic 

species by removing plants when entering or leaving a waterway.  The leading factors which residents 

have indicated limiting their ability to clean their boats is the time required, a lack of equipment needed, 

and a desire to keep things that way that they are. 
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Section 4: The Removal of Garbage from Lakes and Shorelines 

This section inspects if residents are removing garbage from the lakes and shorelines as well as the 

factors which limit residents’ ability to remove garbage. 

Table 3. Garbage Removal from Lake and Shorelines 

Characteristic                Number               Proportion (%) 

      

Do you now or have you ever removed garbage from a 
lake or shoreline?   

Currently do 198 72.80% 

Don't currently do 22 8.30% 

Never removed garbage 19 7.20% 

Don’t visit lakes or 
shorelines 31 11.70% 

Total 288  

Skipped question 23  

      

How familiar are you with the practice of removing 
garbage from lakes and shorelines?   

Never heard of it  15 6.40% 

Somewhat familiar with it 30 12.80% 

Know how to, but not 
doing it 15 6.40% 

Currently do it 174 74.40% 

Total 288  

Skipped Question 54  

      

Are you willing to remove garbage from lakes and shorelines? 

Yes 194                                  82.90% 

No 33                                  14.10% 

Maybe 7   3.50% 

Total 288  

Skipped Question 54  

      

 

Most respondents are familiar with removing garbage from lakes and shores line (74 percent, n=174).  

Similarly, most of the respondents currently are removing garbage from the lakes and shorelines 

(73percent, n=198).  An overwhelming 83 percent (n=194) have indicated that they are willing to 

remove garbage from lakes and shorelines. 
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Section 5: The Disposal of Pet Waste 
This section reports on practices of cleaning up pet waste from the outdoors, as well as the factors 
which limit the ability of residents to clean up after their pets. 
 

Table 4. Pet waste Disposal 

Characteristic                Number               Proportion (%) 

      

Do you now or have you ever cleaned-up your pet's 
waste when outdoors?   

Currently do 108 40.1% 

Don't currently do 16 5.90% 

Never clean-up waste 11 4.10% 

Don’t have a pet 134 49.8% 

Total 288  

Skipped question 19  

   

      

How familiar are you with the clean-up of pet waste 
when outdoors?   

Never heard of it  4 2.90% 

Somewhat familiar with it 12 8.80% 

Know how to, but not 
doing it 20 14.7% 

Currently do it 100 73.5% 

Total 288  

Skipped Question 152  

      

Are you willing to clean-up your pet's waste when outdoors? 

Yes 111                                  82.2% 

No 9                                  6.70% 

Maybe 15   11.1% 

Total 288  

Skipped Question 153  

    

 

Of those respondents who own a pet, 80 percent (n=108) clean up after their pets and 82 percent 

(n=111) indicated that they are willing to clean-up their pet’s waste when outdoors. 74 percent of the 

respondents (n=100) are familiar with cleaning up pet waste when outdoors and currently do so. 
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Figure 6. Factors Limiting Residents Ability to Clean Up Pet’s Waste When Outdoors.   

The leading factors which limit the ability of residents to clean-up their pet’s waste when outdoors by 

either a lot or some amount is the time required to do so (17 percent, n=22) and the lack of 

complimentary bags available at public areas to put waste in (13 percent, n=16). 
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Section 6. Place Dimensions 

This section introduces the place dimensions of lakes in the development of community character, place 

importance, and how residents experience the nature of lakes 

 

Figure 6. Community character.   

Respondents were asked to indicate their level of agreement to six statements on the issue of how lakes 

in the area affect the community’s character. 92% of the respondents (n=237) agree that the lakes 

contribute to the character of the community.  Similarly, 88% of the respondents (n=246) agree that 

these lakes are a special place for their families. 82 percent of the respondents (n=246) agree that lakes 

represent a way of life in their community.  64percent of the respondents (n=168) agree that their 

community’s history is strongly tied to these lakes. 32 percent of the respondents (n=85) were neutral 

about their community depending economically on the lakes, although 40% (n=106) agreed that 

economic dependence. 28 percent of respondents (n=73) indicated neutrally that  the lakes have put 

their community on the map, whereas 49 percent (n=128) are in agreement that the lakes have put their 

community on the map.  These numbers indicate that the community sees the lakes as a great place for 

families, contribute to the character of the community, and represents a way of life in the community.  

Less agreement is displayed in the historical, economical and identifying role of the lakes on the 

community. 
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Figure 8. Place Importance.    

Respondents were asked to indicate their level of agreement to statements associated with place 

importance.  65 percent of the respondents (n=171) indicated that they disagree that their family 

income depends on the lakes.  Similarly, 64 percent of respondents (n=169) disagree that their personal 

income depends on the lakes.  Conversely, 70 percent of respondents (n=190) indicate that they agree 

that many important family memories are tied to the lakes.  Many of the respondents felt neutral about 

stating that they know the lakes better than most, stating that lakes link the generation of families 

together, or stating that they spend more time than others on the lakes. 
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Figure 9. Experiences and Nature.   

Respondents were asked about their experience and nature of the lakes.  An overwhelming 77 percent 

of respondents (n=203) agree that they would prefer to spend more time on the lakes.  Similarly, 90 

percent of respondents (n=239) agree that the lakes are important in providing habitat for wildlife.  84 

percent of respondents (n=222) agree that the lakes are important in protecting water quality.  

Respondents show an overall agreement to enjoying lakes, having a sense of pride, heritage at these 

lakes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Eastern Marathon County Lakes Project – Final Survey Results 

17 
 

 

Section 7. Information Sources and Social Networks 

 
In this section residents were asked to choose the sources they utilize when looking for information 

regarding the lakes. The residents where then asked to rate to what extend do they trust the same 

sources on a scale from not at all to very much.  

 

Figure 11. Sources of Lake Information and Level of Trust.   

The survey asked respondents their level of trust from numerous information sources.  The  most 

trusted entity was the Wisconsin DNR, with 60 percent respondents (n=134) ‘moderately’ or ‘very much’ 

trusting the DNR.  The second most trusted entity residents indicated that they ‘moderately’ to ‘very 

much’ trust are their neighbors (57 percent, n=130), local sportsmen clubs (50 percent, n=110) and lake 

associations or districts (58 percent, 130 residents).  The least trusted source of information was the 

Farm Service Agency (FSA), where 25 percent of the respondents (n=49) were not familiar with the 

source, yet, of those that were familiar with this agency, 43 percent (n=85) did not trust the information 

at all. The newspaper, radio and television were also mistrusted sources, whereas the internet was 

divided in the level of trust. 
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Section 8. Lakefront Owner Behaviors 

 
The residents that stated that they own lakefront property (53.0%, 140 residents) were asked the 

following questions to gauge their understanding of best management practices and behavioral 

tendencies.  

 

Table 5.  Lakefront information  

Characteristic                Number (N)               Proportion (%) 

      

What lake do you live on?     

Big Bass Lake 21 22.58% 

Bluegill 1 1.08% 

Lilly Lake  3 3.23% 

Little Bass lake 2 2.15% 

Lost Lake 3 3.23% 

Mayflower lake 15 16.13% 

Mission Lake 1 1.08% 

Mud Lake 4 4.30% 

Norrie Lake 2 2.15% 

Pike Lake 35 37.63% 

Wadley Lake 6 6.45% 

Total 93  

Skipped question 198  

      

Does your lake have a lake organization, 
association, district or sportsperson club?  

Yes 92                                 80.7 % 

No 14                                 12.3% 

Don’t know 8                                 7.0% 

Total 114  

Skipped question 182  

      

 
Are you a member of the lake organization, 
association, district or sportsmen club?   

Yes 76 67.30% 

No 36 31.90% 

Don’t know 1 0.9% 

Total 113  

Skipped question 175  
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Most respondents indicated that they live on either Big Bass Lake (n=21), Mayflower Lake (n=15), or Pike 
Lake (n=35).  92 respondents (81 percent) stated that their lake does have a lake organization, 
association or sportsperson club. 67 percent of the respondents (n=76) state that they are members to 
an organization, although it was nearly split, where 52 percent (n=59) stated that they attend meetings 
and 48 percent (n=54) stated that they do not attend meetings.  The average number of meetings or 
functions that these organizations hold on a yearly basis is 2. 

     

 Do you attend lake organization, association, district or sportsmen club meetings or 
functions?  

Yes 59 52.2% 

No 54 47.8% 

Total 113  

Skipped question 183  

      

 If yes, how many meetings or functions per year? N=20 

Max 12  

Min 1                                       

Median 2  
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The use of Buffers along Shorelines 
 

Table 6.  Planting Buffers Along Shorelines 

Characteristic                Number (N)               Proportion (%) 

      

Is there a natural shoreline ordinance for 
your lake? 

 

Yes 17 29.8% 

No 7 12.3% 

Don’t know 32 56.1% 

Don’t care 1 1.8% 

Total 57  

Skipped Question 231  

      

 
Do you know what the natural shoreline 
ordinance is for your lake?  

Yes 8 25% 

No 21                                 65.63% 

Other responses1 3                                 9.37% 

Total 32  

Skipped Question 264  

      

Do you now or have you ever utilized 
natural plants and grass buffers along 
your shoreline?  

Currently use  67 58.30% 

Don’t currently use 12 10.40% 

Never used 32 27.80% 

Don’t have shoreline to 
protect  

 
4 3.50% 

Total 115  

Skipped question 173  

     

How familiar are you with practice of 
using natural plants and grasses as a 
buffer along shorelines?  

Never heard of it 22 19.6% 

Somewhat familiar with it 48 42.9% 

Know how to protect; not 
doing it 4 3.6% 

Currently using to protect 38 33.9% 

Total 112  

Skipped question   
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Most respondents (56 percent, n=32) were unsure if there was a natural shoreline ordinance for their 

lake.  Furthermore, 66 percent (n=21) did not know what the natural shoreline ordinance for their lake 

was.  Over half of the respondents (n=67) stated that the currently use natural plants and grass buffers 

along their shorelines, where the remaining 42 percent (n=48) don’t currently use, never have used, or 

do not have a shoreline to protect by using natural plants and grass buffers.  1 of every 5 respondents 

(20 percent, n=22) never have heard of using natural plants and grasses as a buffer along shorelines 

whereas 34 percent (n=38) currently are protecting shorelines with the buffers.  Lastly, 93% (n=97) of 

the respondents stated that they would or would consider using natural plants and grass buffers. 

 

      

 If not using natural plants and grass 
buffers already, are you willing to?  

Yes 67 63.8% 

Maybe 30 28.6%                                      

No 8 7.60% 

Total  105  
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Figure 11. Factors Limiting Residents Ability to Utilize Buffers:  

The leading three limitations respondents indicated were the need to learn new skills or techniques (28 

percent, n=30), time required (25 percent, n=28) and cost (26 percent, n=28). 
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Minimizing Impermeable Surfaces 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Most respondents (46 percent, n=53) have rerouted their gutters or downspouts from concrete to 

grassy, more porous surfaces.  37 percent of respondents (n=42) stated that they do not have gutters or 

downspouts to reroute.  14 percent of the respondents (n=10) have stated that they have never heard 

of re-routing gutters and downspouts, whereas 71 percent of the respondents are currently doing so.  

Lastly, 96 percent of the respondents (n=62) state that they would be willing or would consider re-

routing their gutters or downspouts to grassy, more porous surfaces. 

 

Table 7.  Lakefront Information: Minimizing the Use of Impermeable Surfaces 

Characteristic                Number (N)               Proportion (%) 

      

Do you now or have you ever re-routed your 
gutters and downspouts from concrete to grassy, 
more porous surfaces? 

 

Currently do 53 46.1% 

Don’t currently do 7 6.1% 

Never have 13 11.3% 

Don’t have gutters or 
downspouts to re-route 42 36.5% 

Skipped Question 173  

   

      

How familiar are you with the practice of re-
routing your gutters and downspouts to grassy, 
more porous surfaces?  

Never heard of it 10 13.9% 

Somewhat familiar with it 7 9.70% 

Know about it; not doing 
it 4 5.60% 

Currently do it 51 70.80% 

Total 72  

      

50. Are you willing to re-route your gutters and 
downspouts to grassy, more porous surfaces?  

Yes 53 81.50% 

Maybe 9 13.80% 

No 3 4.60% 

Don’t have shoreline to 
protect  

 
4 3 % 

Total  65  
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Figure 12. Factors Limiting Residents Ability to Re-route Gutters and Downspouts to Grassy, More 

Porous Surfaces:  

The leading three factors that respondents stated as being ‘some’ or ‘a lot’ of a factor to re-routing their 

gutters or downspouts would be the cost (18 percent, n=13), the fact that respondents don’t know 

where to get information and/or assistance (14 percent, n=10), and a desire to keep things the way that 

they are (14 percent, n=10). 
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Attitudes about Property Values 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

92 percent of the respondents (n=108) agree that a healthy lake increases property value.  Not one 

respondent stated that a healthy lake decreases property value. 

 

Table 8.  Lakefront Information: Attitudes about Property Values  

Characteristic                Number (N)               Proportion (%) 

      

How do you feel a healthy lake affects property 
values? 

 

Increases property values 108 91.5% 

Decreases property 
values 0 0% 

Does not affect property 
values 6 5.1% 

Don’t know 3 2.5% 

Other 1 0.8% 

Total 118  
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Figure 13. Appealing attributes when buying lakefront property 

 

Of the lakefront property owners that responded, over 90 percent feel that a healthy lake increases 

property values, and when buying lakefront property, sandy or beach shorelines are the most appealing.  

The least appealing attribute is a lawn which is mowed with short grass and a shoreline lined with rocks. 
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Section 9. Lawn and Garden Maintenance 

In this section residents were asked about their lawn and garden maintenance practices. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 9.  Lawn and Garden Maintenance 

Characteristic                Number (N)               Proportion (%) 

      

Do you make the lawn care decisions in your household?  

Yes 240 94.90% 

No 13 5.10% 

Total 253  

Skipped question   

      

Who maintains your lawn?  

I do and I enjoy it 168 65.60% 

I do and I don’t enjoy it 39 15.20% 

Other member of the 
household 28 10.90% 

Landscape professional 6 2.30% 

I don’t have a lawn 15 5.90% 

Total 256  

Skipped question   

      

What services does your landscape professional provide?   

Mowing 5 83.30% 

Fertilizing 2 33.30% 

Pest control 0 0.00% 

Landscape design 1 16.70% 

Planting of trees, shrubs 
or flowers 

 
1 16.70% 

Total  6  

Skipped question   

   

Who maintains your garden?  

I do and I do enjoy it 119 46.90% 

I do and I don’t enjoy it 5 2.00% 

Other member of the 
household 

 
35 13.80% 

Landscape professional 0 0.0% 

I don’t have a garden 95 37.40% 

Total 254  

Skipped question   
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Of the respondents who are making lawn care decisions (95 percent, n=240), there were 66 percent 

(n=168) state that they enjoy maintaining the lawn, whereas 15 percent (n=39) state that they do not 

enjoy maintaining the lawn.  Only 6 respondents (2 percent) stated that they hire a landscape 

professional to maintain the lawn.  47 percent of the respondents (n=119) state that they maintain their 

gardens and enjoy doing so whereas 5 respondents (2 percent) state that they do not enjoy gardening.  

95 respondents (37 percent) state that do not have a garden. 
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Section 10. Open Ended Comments   

In this section the residents had an opportunity to respond to various questions about the value of the 

lakes of Marathon County. 

In your own words, what do you value most about Marathon County’s lakes? 

 I like to fish and boat 
 Beauty 
 Nature 
 A good place to relax and enjoy Mother Nature. And maybe catch a few fish. 
 Relaxing fun 
 Each lake is unique, large variety of lakes, everyone on the lake appears genuinely happy. 
 Great family gathering place or to just (illegible) on porch. 
 The peacefulness if being by the lake. 
 Clean water 
 ability to fish and relax with family and enjoy nature 
 People should respect them & take care of them! I like all of the natural habitat around all of 

the lakes! 
 Marathon County’s Lakes like any other lakes should be a valuable resource of which we 

should all become educated, responsible stewards. The physical and spiritual wellbeing of all 
depend on fulfilling this task. 

 Just relaxing looking. But lake needs to be dug ours. 
 Clean for water and wildlife enjoyment 
 It's a quiet retreat on weekdays at Pike Lake. Weekends are noisy and smelly near the boat 

landing, so I avoid the lake then. 
 a great get away, generally clean 
 friends & family bonding 
 They are so pristine and clear 
 To sit and watch the sun go down, sit on dock and fish, take row boat for fishing, don't believe 

in out-board motors too much pollution. Duck watching, eagle and loon watching, great way 
to relax and don't cost me a penny. Big bass lake and Plover River, my home. 

 The closeness to my residence. The lakes have good landing areas and the fishing is decent for 
my grandchildren 

 clear, clean water for others to use for fishing and swimming 
 A peaceful place to enjoy - non-motorized canoe - to connect with nature. Loons, eagles, 

songbirds, butterflies - quiet. 
 I am happy to live by the lake but my only complaint is that there is too many water lilies by 

the shoreline 
 opportunity, fun, scenic views 
 the parks that are near each lake 
 clean, healthy not overdeveloped 
 I'm retired from farming and bricklaying. I live near big bass lake but don't fish it. 
 feeling of peace when on or by it 
 I enjoy the lakes in Marathon County and in other counties in the state 
 relaxing and sharing time with my family and teaching my younger generation about fishing 
 keep them clean for enjoyment 
 that most are free from exotic plants and zebra mussels 
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 peace, serenity, quiet, wildlife, fishing 
 good for wildlife and fish - scenery and air 
 area to be with nature 
 Water clarity and the ability to boat on the water without stopping to clear weeds from prop. 
 Being able to enjoy water sports without getting skin conditions that make you have to see a 

doctor. 
 water clarity 
 important part of the natural and social environments of our community 
 That they have water in them! 
 Clean lakes, sports clubs, and work done for lake fishing and boating and swimming. Work 

done by UWSP, keep up good work 
 Everything.  Nature, recreation, swimming, fishing, boating, canoeing, sailing, relaxation, 

remembering my dad, enjoying time with my children.  Fun!  Beauty! 
 Nature and wildlife are important, and need to be protected from extinction. 
 I would like the lakes in SE Marathon County to be better fishing lakes.  I'm most familiar with 

Mission Lake.  The pan fish seem very stunted in that lake now and as a result, I haven't fished 
there in a few years.  I would be in favor of limit-based regulations to help improve the quality 
and size of fish.  I would even be open to catch and release regulations.  It would just be fun 
to catch big fish again. 

 My wife would like to see more ducks and duckies, and geese and baby geese. 
 Now that I am retired, I visit my property on Mud Lake most every day. I enjoy the many kinds 

of wildlife, and the peace and quiet along the lake. 
 They provide good fishing and other recreational activities 
 The joy of being by the water, enjoying family activities (fishing, boating) and the wildlife we 

enjoy due to our lake location 
 not a "water" person but expect lakes to be kept clean, thriving and protected 
 having good quality water to protect the environment 
 At my age I just enjoy sitting and watching the water ripple 
 I no longer fish or swim at lakes because of arthritis but did so as a kid and young adult. I want 

the lakes to be safe and clean for my grandchildren 
 keeping them clean and natural as possible 
 Good fishing, boating in clean water. Ability to use the lake frontage as I see fit not DNR 
 It was always our goal to have a lakefront cottage up north. After a visit to Pike Lake we 

decided we could both live near our jobs and have the lakefront property. The view of the 
water and wildlife along with the fishing and boating really improve the whole life experience 

 The ability to fish close to home and usually catch a few. Most lakes here are kept up and 
have decent boat landings. I really enjoy the fishing most. I am very concerned about local 
potato farmers and all the fertilizers and pesticides that are used - very concerned 

 cleanliness and recreational advantages 
 less weeds 
 safe 
 Lakes are clean and our family can enjoy coming to see us and fish and swim while they visit. 
 access to all 
 I like the fishing year around and the natural reproduction of all fish species. 
 relaxation, fishing and nature 
 At my age, I can no longer enjoy the use of the lakes (on the one I live on) but I did enjoy a 

pontoon for years and still enjoy fishing from a dock 
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 That they are clean and healthy and that they support birds and animals 
 clean, clear and not crowded 
 they freeze 
 I love to be by the water not in it but by it. Enjoy watching the birds. Fish etc. Being by the 

water gives me a chance to relax and enjoy nature 
 I love watching the lake. The water, the wildlife, love hearing the wave , kayaking or paddling 

a canoe 
 How clean they are and also very beautiful, plus beautiful shorelines and surrounding areas 
 keeping these lakes healthy 
 wildlife, family outings, camping, sports 
 The number of lakes we have and the energetic programs to keep them clean and usable by 

everyone. 
 The peaceful beauty in the fall when the leaves are in full color! 
 We own the property as a large family. No lake on the property. Some summer swimming at 

Mission Lake, Elderon. Keep them clean and natural. We try to be good stewards. Vacation 
home 

 We have lived on lakes in northern Wisconsin and would like to keep those around us now as 
pristine as we can for our future generations. I value quiet and uncrowded lakes for the 
serenity they give me. 

 Stocking fish in lakes. Cutting back weeds in smaller lakes. Appreciate the lakes with "no 
wake" rules. 

 nice to have lakes around 
 Not advertising when fish are planted in specific lake. Creates too many people with too much 

waste! 
 location and privacy 
 When I was young I enjoyed the lakes for swimming, fishing, just to sit and watch the water, 

but I don't do it much no more 
 that we have rules and regulations to protect these natural resources 
 The more important question should be what do you like least - as a property owner on a 

lake, how many plastic firework caps can you pick out of the lake! Or beer bottles. The state 
needs an ice shack permit 

 I wish there were more of them! 
 They are very nice to look at and provide a place for waterfowl and wildlife to live 
 Fishing, wildlife and being there for all to use in the future! 
 Sunrises and sunsets. Clean water - fishing and swimming. Waterfowl, wildlife, peace and 
quiet 
 It is clean, good fishing, good boating 
 The most important function for any wetland/lake area is habitat for wildlife and filtration 

systems. We value clean, pesticide-free water! 
 It is free to all who want to use them. 
 Value the pleasure that they give my family 
 They are generally quiet and clean.  A good place to relax. 
 The recreational and wildlife viewing opportunities they provide.  It is green space - away 

from concrete, traffic, and noise. 
 A chance to enjoy the outdoors and introduce outdoor activities to my children.  It concerns 

me with the amount of development taking place around our lakes and feel they have a 
negative impact. 
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 A natural place to enjoy fishing and provide habitat for wildlife. 
 Serenity. 
 They are my home, I live on one of them. 
 I want it to be the best outdoor activity place to take my children swimming and fishing 
 We have a cottage on Big Bass Lake and feel this what haven would be like. 
 Pike Lake has been with our family since 1950. 
 The quality fisheries and assortment of fishing opportunities available within a short drive of 

home. 
 I grew up on one of the lakes and it provides a great satisfaction and pride. 
 Lake views, sunsets, wildlife attracted to the lakes. 
 The beauty and the fishing 
 clean water & good fishing 
 Quiet, peaceful places to relax by yourself or with your family.  Well maintained parks. 
 how clean they are 
 The access to so many lakes in such a small area. 
 I value the family time spent on fishing and relaxing on in or near the water! 
 I live on the Wisconsin River which I am including as a lake in my comments. I enjoy the 

wildlife which inhabit the area surrounding the water. 
 Family history there and childhood memories 
 Wildlife viewing 
 I cherish the quiet peacefulness of the lake especially during the "no wake" hours (6 p.m. to 

10 a.m. daily).  Would love to see "no wake" 24-7.  Mayflower Lake is just too small for the 
volume of high-speed water sport activities that occur during the summer.  It's a tragedy 
waiting to happen.  We also worry about properties around the lake with old, outdated septic 
systems that may be leaching contamination into the lake and fertilizing the aquatic 
vegetation. 

 Peace and quiet at lake; recreational uses of lake; lakes contribute to water quality in 
Marathon County; meeting good friends and neighbors at lake. 

 I believe the people who grew up in my area love their lakes and utilize them all year.  I did 
not grow up here but I feel the same way about the lakes and ponds I spent millions of hours 
on when I was young.  They are important for many reasons and I am glad to know there are 
groups of people concerned. 

 These lakes provide recreational opportunities, they are habitat for fish and wildlife and they 
are an important part of the region's hydrology. 

 The beauty of the lake and the fun we have as a family when we are there. 
 opportunity for various recreational activities 
 unspoiled 
 Natural beauty, quiet setting and getting a sense of relaxation while I'm there. 
 The beauty of the scenery 
 to live on one is a treasure 
 solitude 
 They bring my family together.  These lakes are where I get to spend time with siblings and 

relation the most. 
 Recreational activity and spending time with family. That said, their water quality, namely 

Pike Lake is not up to par and it therefore affects my real estate values as well as our ability to 
enjoy the lake. 

 That I will be able to pass on this property to my children 
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 Close by; mostly peaceful; good quality of outdoor activities; lakes in good shape, accessible 
 The beauty and peace I get when I`m by myself when I`m on the lakes. 

 


