
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:   
 
CONTACT INFO:  Paul Daigle, Land and Water Program Director  
 
 

COUNTYWIDE POWTS (SEPTIC SYSTEM) MAINTENANCE PROGRAM EXPANSION  
TO BEGIN FALL 2019  

 
The Marathon County Conservation, Planning and Zoning Department (CPZ) administers a program that 
requires maintenance of over 14,000 Private Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems (POWTS), 
commonly referred to as “septic systems,” installed on or after July 1, 1980. Wisconsin Statutes and 
Wisconsin Administrative Code now require that this maintenance program be expanded to include 
POWTS installed before July 1, 1980. The state has set an October 1, 2019, deadline for counties to begin 
the administration of the expanded maintenance program, which will take six to seven years to 
implement.   
 
This expanded program will require property owners to have their septic systems maintained at least 
once every three years by having a plumber, pumper, or other properly licensed professional visually 
inspect the POWTS to determine the condition of the septic tank, to ensure that aboveground manhole 
openings are properly locked, and to check if pumping is needed or if sewage is discharging onto the 
ground surface. Upon completion of this visual inspection, reports must be filed with the county.   
 
The purpose of this expanded maintenance program is to protect public health and our natural 
resources; it is not intended to force every property owner to upgrade or replace his or her private 
septic system. However, if an inspection report identifies a defective septic tank or sewage discharging 
onto the surface of the ground, the county must then require the owner to repair or replace the POWTS.   
 
The CPZ Department is currently developing a plan to add over 6,000 POWTS (i.e., those installed before 
July 1, 1980) to the current maintenance program. It is estimated that up to 1,250 septic systems may 
need to be repaired or replaced.   
 
In order to assure that financial assistance will be available to low-income residents, Marathon County is 
developing a revolving loan program for the replacement of failing POWTS. When the loan program 
begins, it is anticipated that the loans will be available to those most in need, with repayment due at the 
time of sale or transfer of the property.   
 
Further information will be provided to elected officials and individual property owners as these 
programs are developed and implemented. Questions may be directed to the Marathon County 
Conservation, Planning and Zoning Department at 715-261-6000. 

 


