
Managing Aquatic Plants in a 
Lake 



 Reduce nutrients traveling to the lake from the landscape 

 Avoid increasing algal blooms by maintain a healthy 
amount of aquatic plants 

 Don’t denude the lakebed 

 Increases potential for aquatic invasive species establishment 

 Sediments can add phosphorus to the water 

 Choose options that are appropriate for your lake’s 
situation 

 Monitor and adjust your plan if you are not making 
headway! 

 

Aquatic Plant Management 



Harvesting 

PROS 

 Removes plant material and 
nutrients 

 Can target specific locations 
and specific species 

 Minimal harm to aquatic 
organisms 

 

LIMITATIONS 

 Cannot be used in water depths 
less than 3 feet 

 Is a control, will not get rid of 
invasive species 

 Risk of introduction of new 
invasive species (on a hired 
harvester) 

 Recently at least $150/hr. in 
nearby lake 



Hand Pulling 

PROS 

 Easy removal around private 
docks 

 Can target specific plants with 
proper training 

 Effective way to safely remove 
very early outbreaks of 
invasive species 

LIMITATIONS 

 Removes near-shore fish habitat 

 Opens up space for invasives to 
move in (if pulling natives) 

 If invasive species are not pulled 
properly, could worsen the 
problem 



Water Level Manipulation 

PROS 

 Effectively reduces amount of 
submersed aquatic plants for a 
time 

 May encourage growth of 
near-shore emergent 
vegetation (bulrushes)—good 
fish habitat 

LIMITATIONS 

 Requires a controlling 
structure on the lake 

 May cause undesired stress on 
ecosystem 

 Plants will re-establish with 
time; consider planning for 
future manipulations 



Weevils 

PROS 

 Natural, native maintenance of 
milfoils  

 Prefer the aquatic invasive 
Eurasian Water Milfoil 

 Shallower, near-shore areas 

 May already have a native 
population in the lake; need a 
professional stem count for 
presence 

LIMITATIONS 

 Require excellent shoreline 
habitat for overwintering 

 Cannot survive in areas of 
mechanical harvesting or 
herbicide application 

 Survival limited in deeper areas 

 



Chemical Treatment 

PROS 

 Effectively kills aquatic 
invasives 

 Treatment not needed as often 
as mechanical harvesting 

LIMITATIONS 

 Contaminants may remain in 
sediment 

 Do not remove dead vegetation, 
which depletes oxygen and 
releases nutrients, adds to build-
up of muck 

 Extra nutrients may spur 
additional aquatic plant and 
algae growth 

 Negatively affects native 
vegetation 

 Opens up space for invasive 
species to move in 


