
 

 

 

DATE: January 17, 2019 

TO: Chairs and Clerks of all Towns 

FROM: Dale Dimond - On-site Waste Specialist 

SUBJECT: Private Sewage Systems Ordinance – Text Amendments 

 

 

Marathon County has adopted the Private Sewage Systems Ordinance, Chapter 15 of the General Code of 

Ordinances, to promote and protect public health and safety by assuring the proper siting, design, installation, 

inspection and management of private sewage systems and non-plumbing sanitation systems, and to assure the 

timely repair or replacement of failing private sewage systems. 

 

Marathon County Strategic Plan Objective 6.3 is to protect and enhance the quantity and quality of potable 

groundwater and potable surface water supplies.  Outcome measure 2:  By December 31, 2022, the number of 

Private Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems (POWTS) discharging to the ground surface will be reduced by 

750 systems or more. 

 

Proposed revisions to the Private Sewage Systems Ordinance 

 

This memo is intended to provide the Environmental Resources Committee (ERC) with a summary of the draft 

revisions being proposed for this ordinance.   
 

 Remain consistent with Wisconsin Administrative Code.  Language has been revised to keep the 

ordinance consistent with SPS 381–387 of the Wisconsin Administrative Code.  This includes 

requirements for use of older soil test reports (“perc tests”) which changed in a recent revision to the state 

code (effective 7-1-18). 
 

 Accommodate electronic submittal of documents.  Code language has been modified to accommodate 

submittal of POWTS documents in an electronic or digital media, including submittal of documents such 

as plans or soil evaluation reports, as well as on-line reporting of POWTS maintenance. 
 

 Clarifications.  Minor language additions/changes have been made to clarify current requirements (which 

should not affect current practices). 
 

 Efficient use of CPZ Staff time.  In addition to staff time savings allowed by electronic submittal of 

documents (above), requirements have been revised to allow CPZ to waive certain mound system 

inspections on a case-by-case basis. 

 

In summary, these proposed revisions are being recommended to keep the ordinance current, clarify requirements, 

and allow more efficient use of CPZ staff time. 


