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What are the differences between watches and warnings? 
 

SEVERE THUNDERSTORM WATCHES AND WARNINGS 
A SEVERE THUNDERSTORM WATCH is issued by the National Weather Service when the 
weather conditions are such that a severe thunderstorm (damaging winds 58 miles per hour or 
more, or hail 1 inch in diameter or greater) is likely to develop.  This is the time to locate a safe 
place in the home and tell family members to watch the sky and listen to the radio or television 
for more information. 
 
A SEVERE THUNDERSTORM WARNING is issued when a severe thunderstorm has been sighted 
or indicated by weather radar.  At this point, the danger is very serious and everyone should go 
to a safe place, turn on a battery-operated radio or television, and wait for the "all clear" by the 
authorities. 
 
TORNADO WATCHES AND WARNINGS 
A TORNADO WATCH is issued by the National Weather Service when tornadoes are possible in 
your area.  Remain alert for approaching storms, including thunderstorms.  This is time to 
review where the safest places within your business and home are located, and listen to the 
radio or television for further developments. 
 
A TORNADO WARNING is issued when a tornado has been sighted or indicated by weather 
radar.  Take Cover Immediately! 
 

Outdoor Warning Sirens will be activated in those communities that have them.  Below 
are several misconceptions about outdoor warning sirens: 
 

♦ Not all communities in Marathon County have Outdoor Warning Sirens.  In fact, 
most do not. 

♦ Outdoor Warning Sirens are not meant to be heard indoors.  Although you may 
occasionally hear them indoors they were not designed for that purpose. 

♦ Outdoor Warning Sirens have failed to sound in many communities throughout the 
United States that have had tornadoes, because of mechanical problems, or the 
tornado was not reported until after it was on the ground. 

♦ There is no all clear issued. 
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What can you do?   
 
LISTEN, ACT and LIVE! During Tornado Season. 
 
LISTEN:  When severe weather is possible (Thunderstorm or Tornado Watch issued), pick a credible 
source of information and keep in touch with that source until the danger has passed.  One of the best 
tools is a NOAA Weather Radio (also known as an Emergency Weather Radio). 
 
ACT:  When you hear a tornado warning (tornado seen by spotters or detected on radar) seek the best 
shelter you can find immediately.  Do not waste time checking multiple sources of information.  You may 
have only seconds to find a safe place. 
 
LIVE: Your chances of survival multiply when you listen and act.  Hopefully the storm will pass with no 
damage, but don’t risk your life on a hope. 
 
BE PREPARED 
According to a recent survey, 80% of Wisconsin residents had not taken basic emergency precautions—
such as making a kit of emergency supplies—and would not be prepared to respond if an emergency or 
disaster strikes.  Ready Wisconsin encourages Americans to Prepare, Plan and Stay Informed.  Every 
school, business and home should take the time to prepare for the many types of emergencies we could 
face. 
 
We can do this in three easy steps: 
 

♦ Get a Kit.  When preparing for a possible emergency situation, it's best to think first about the 
basics of survival: fresh water, food, clean air and warmth. 

♦ Make a Plan.  Your family may not be together when disaster strikes, so it is important to plan in 
advance: how you will contact one another; how you will get back together; and what you will 
do in different situations. 

♦ Be Informed.  Learn more about the potential emergencies that could happen where you live 
and the appropriate way to respond to them. 

 
For more information on how to prepare, visit: http://ready.wi.gov 

http://ready.wi.gov/

