
Wisconsin Winter Facts 
 

 
Groundhog Day Blizzard 
It is important for all of us to prepare for the 
power of winter storms. Few of us will forget 
the Groundhog Day Blizzard of 2011.  

Between January 31 and February 2, parts of 
the state had snowfall totals between 12 and 
33 inches with wind gusts between 40 and 65 
miles an hour. Schools and businesses closed 
and thousands heeded the warning to stay 
home in the near-paralyzing event.  

 

 

 The coldest temperature in the winter of 2013-14 was -38 at Ladysmith (Rusk County) on 
December 31, 2013. 

 Upson (Iron County) had the most snow with 171.1 inches in the 2013-14 winter season, while 
Juneau (Dodge County) had the least with only 33.6 inches. Most of the central and southern 
counties had 50 to 70 inches which was well above normal. 

 Wisconsin’s all-time, lowest temperature is -55˚F on February 2 & 4, 1996, near Couderay 
(Sawyer Co.). Readings of -30˚F or colder have been recorded in every month from November 
through April.  Of course, brief readings in the 50’s, 60's and 70’s are possible during winter as 
well! 

 Average annual snowfall ranges from 32 to 40 inches near the Illinois border to 135 to 168 inches 
in the Iron County snow-belt from Gurney to Hurley. The extremes are 31.9 inches in Beloit, Rock 
County to 167.5 inches in Hurley, Iron County, for the period of 1981-2010. 

 Greatest daily total – Pell Lake, 26 inches on Feb 2, 2011 and Neillsville, 26 inches on December 
27, 1904 

 Greatest single storm total - Superior, 31.0 inches over Oct. 31-Nov. 2, 1991. 
 Greatest monthly total - Hurley, 103.5 inches in Jan. 1997.  
 Greatest seasonal total - Hurley, 301.8 inches in winter of 1996-97. 
 Deepest snow on ground (excluding drifts) - Hurley, 60.0 inches on Jan. 30, 1996. 
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