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  APPENDIX A 
LEAD PAINT AND BUILDING DEMOLITION 

 
WHAT’S THE CONCERN: 

Many of the buildings to be demolished are older and contain lead-based paint.  If the building is older than 
1978, there is a good chance the paint on the building contains lead.  Demolition of an old building can 
procedure a great deal of lead-containing dust.  It is important to keep this dust on the demolition site.  
Small amounts of lead in dust can poison children.  Workers can bring lead-contaminated dust home.  
Exposure to lead affects the brain and nervous system, blood production, bones and teeth, kidneys, liver, 
and digestive system and the effects are permanent. 
 

WHAT SAFETY PROCECAUTIONS SHOULD BE TAKEN DURING DEMOLITION? 
 Wetting the structure using water before and throughout the demolition will keep lead and other dust on the 

demolition site.  Before demolition, one or more sprinklers may be set up inside the structure to thoroughly 
wet interior surfaces wet.  If available, water meters from the Municipal Water Department may be used on 
fire hydrants to supply water for keeping surfaces wet. 

 
WHAT ABOUT HAULING THE DEMOLITION MATERIAL AWAY? 
 When hauling demolition debris, a tarp should cover the dumpster or truck bed to keep lead dust and other 

materials from blowing out during transport. 
 
SHOULD ANYTHING BE DONE WITH THE SOIL ON THE DEMOLITION SITE? 
 During the demolition, nearby soil may become contaminated with lead dust and could be a health concern 

if children have access to the contaminated soil.  Removal and disposal of the top 2-4” of soil will minimize 
the risk.  The soil may be hauled away to a landfill or if the structure has a basement, the soil can be used as 
fill.  The lead does not readily move through the soil and would not be a concern for groundwater.  Future 
use of the site can be a factor in which disposal method is used. 

 
WHAT SAFE WORK PRACTICES SHOULD BE FOLLOWED? 
 Keep all non-workers, especially children outside of the work area.  Workers should wear a properly fitted 

respirator using HEPA filters, paper dust masks should be avoided as they do not seal well and cannot filter 
out lead dust.  Wear protective clothing such as disposal coveralls, shoe covers, goggles, and gloves to keep 
dust off skin.  Remove protective disposal clothing prior to leaving the worksite to avoid contaminating 
vehicles.  

 Do not eat, smoke or drink in the work area.  Wash hands and face before eating, smoking or drinking. 
 
CAN THE BUILDING BE INSPECTED FOR LEAD PAINT? 
 Yes, there are individuals trained to inspect buildings for lead paint.  They can determine the location of 

paint using mechanical devices or by taking samples of the painted surfaces.  The Wisconsin Department of 
Health and Family Services maintains a listing of certified lead inspectors which is available from their 
website:  

 
http://www.dhfs.state.wi.us.programs.htm  

 
Find PUBLIC HEALTH heading and click on Asbestos/Lead, then click on Asbestos/Lead Services.  
Another way to get the list is to contact the Marathon County Health Department at   261-1900. 

 
 


