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Members present:  John Burke, Mark Chickering, Susan Haug, Paul Klocko, Mike Lane, Gary Weiland, Marcell Wieloch             
Excused:  Dale Heil, Greg Klos, Carol Mills, Ryan Schleifer    
Wausau and Marathon County Parks, Rec, and Forestry Department staff present: Tom Lovlien-Forest Administrator, Jamie 
Polley-Parks, Recreation and Forestry Director                                                                       
 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chairman Lane. Members introduced themselves and Polley gave some 
background information about herself. 
 

I. Minutes 
Motion by Wieloch to approve the March 21, 2018 minutes. Motion carried. 
 
III. New Business 
 A.   2018 Anticipated Timber Harvest Activity at Nine Mile Forest 
Lovlien said there are two sales that potentially will be cut this summer and fall in Nine Mile. Staff will notify major user 
groups when these sales become active. They are select cuts close to the chalet and on many recreational trails.  Burke 
mentioned the Nordic Ski Club was interested in internet access for a web camera and Lovlien asked that Burke contact 
him. A bird survey will be completed to determine if any threatened or endangered species are present.  
 
 B. September 2018 Subcommittee Appointments 
Mike Lane, Susan Haug, John Burke, Mark Chickering, Greg Klos and Carol Mills are the members whose terms are up as 
of September 1, 2018.  Lovlien asked that members let him know by July 15th if they would like to serve again on the 
committee for another two years.    
 
 C. 2018 Scheduled Nine Mile Events 
Lovlien discussed a number of events that will be happening at Nine Mile. He said there will be five ATV safety classes, 
four high school cross country running races, three mountain bike races including a high school mountain bike race, two 
bike demo’s, one Ragnar running relay race, and the chalet has also been rented for some private events. Nine Mile is very 
popular and gets heavily used. Lovlien asked members to let their user groups know about the dates of upcoming events.   
 
 D. 2018 Spring Timber Sale Bid Summary 
Lovlien said fifteen bids from eight different contractors were received. There was one tract that didn’t sell and will be re-
bid this fall. The weighted average of the high bids was low overall. Lovlien thought prices were lower because the mills 
are full. Overall it was a good bid opening even though prices were down a little bit.  
 
 E. Article – Baldwin’s Bipartisan Good Neighbor Authority Legislation Becomes Law 
Lovlien said the State is helping out the Federal government establish timber sales and the proceeds pay the DNR for their 
wages, time and materials. Some northern counties have entered into the same agreement with the federal government. 
Lovlien said some people may question if there is more wood on the market that it will drive the price down. Lovlien said 
it could, but if there isn’t enough wood on the market and the price is so high it could have a negative impact on the forest 
industry. Its positive because it gets the federal, state, and county forests managed. The other part of the law is the fire 
borrowing fix. Northern U.S. forest service parks and campgrounds have been opening later and closing earlier and doing 
less maintenance because sometimes as much as sixty percent of their funds go to the western United States to fight fires. 
That is now going to be capped so more money will stay in Wisconsin to keep the 1.5 million acres of federal parks and 
forests open in Wisconsin.  There is also the Secure Rural Schools program which doesn’t affect Marathon County but in 
other counties it guarantees 25% of the timber proceeds go to schools and local governments to help in lieu of taxes. 
   
 F. DATCP Extends EAB Quarantine Across Entire State 
Lovlien said with the entire State under quarantine, forest products can move freely which helps the logging industry.   
Emerald Ash Borer is here and most likely already in many areas. However, the firewood restrictions will remain in effect 
on County parks, campgrounds, and County forests because there are a lot of insects and diseases that can be transported 
via firewood. Lovlien discussed how the Department handles its firewood process. Lovlien explained that signs were placed 
at Nine Mile prohibiting firewood from being brought in. The signs were placed at the south end on Fawn road and at the 
chalet. Lovlien discussed DNR silviculture guidelines for landowners not to remove every ash but to reduce their ash 
component in case anything is found to combat the borer.      
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G. Forest Certification Audit – August 2018 
Lovlien said Marathon County forests have been certified under the Sustainable Forestry Initiative since 2005. It’s a group 
certification and four to five counties are audited each year. The auditors look at the management practices. In 2019 
Marathon County will have a field audit where an independent auditor will study the forest operation, timber sales, Best 
Management Practices, policies, the fifteen year plan, etc. Industry asked the counties certify because their customer base 
wanted certified wood. It takes extra administrative time but it verifies that the County is doing a good job managing its 
forests by an independent third party.    
  
 H. Member Items 
Wieloch questioned if the County is doing anything about gypsy moth this year.  Lovlien explained that the counties used 
to have the DNR spray areas but as the gypsy moth kept spreading and their numbers kept increasing, the counties quit 
doing so unless a municipality contracts with the DNR. A lot of time spraying doesn’t do much good other than knocking 
them back the first year. It doesn’t eliminate them. Marathon County used to have a gypsy moth coordinator but because of 
the amount of time it took to coordinate and the cost, the County eliminated the position.        
 

II. Old Business 
A. Updates on the Land Acquisitions in the Towns of Rib Mountain and Harrison  

Lovlien said the 120 acres of land in Rib Mountain was appraised at $1600 an acre. The landowners want $3400 an acre 
and are going to try to sell it on the open market.  Lovlien told them if they don’t sell that the County would be happy to 
discuss it with them again. The Knowles-Nelson Stewardship fund is very helpful in buying land because it gives the County 
a 50% grant that it doesn’t have to pay back. The 40 acres in the Town of Harrison was purchased. Lovlien has applied for 
a Stewardship grant and will find out in July if that will be received.    
 

B. Final Marathon County Deer Advisory Council Antlerless Quota Recommendations 
The final recommendations of the Council are a quota of 6500 for next year, no public bonus permits, private bonus permits 
will be set at 1500 with one free permit per license for farmland. Lane discussed the permits. He said there will be no 
Holiday Hunt in Marathon County. There is a four day statewide antlerless hunt in December. Lovlien noted a Holiday Hunt 
would not coincide with the recreation at that time in Nine Mile so the County would not be in favor of a Holiday Hunt. 
Lane doubted it would ever happen in the northern counties and only a few counties with high deer populations have it like 
Door County and some in the south. Lovlien explained that there are issues with forest regeneration in certain areas of forest 
units and it may come to the point where the County is going to be asking for permits. He mentioned that the State is giving 
authority to public and private landowners that can prove through browse surveys that they have problems and they will 
issue antlerless tags. It could become controversial and he doesn’t want to get to that point.  
        

C. Spring Bird Survey at Nine Mile County Forest  
Haug explained that yesterday she and Dan Belter heard two different male hooded warblers which is State threatened at 
Nine Mile. It wasn’t in the 39 acre timber sale area and she gave Lovlien the coordinates. Haug said she completed a survey 
within the sale boundary and did not hear or see any warblers. Haug said she would do another survey at the end of June.   
 

D. Nine Mile Event and Use Regulations Decision by Forestry/Recreation Committee 
Lovlien said the Forestry / Recreation Committee unanimously approved this Committee’s recommendation to accept the 
Nine Mile Event and Use Regulations policy. Staff updated the regulations that were developed in 2002. Many regulations 
stayed the same with a few additions. One addition is that e-mountain bikes which are a self-propelled motor bicycle were 
always prohibited by ordinance. Lovlien discussed timber management with the disease, insect, threatened and endangered 
restrictions which narrow the time frame to harvest timber. Some events are expanding and/or more events are being 
requested which has effects on local user groups being able to use the facility. Lovlien said special events can apply and the 
application will be evaluated using the following criteria. Number one is resource protection. Other criteria include potential 
user conflicts, number of events already scheduled, benefits to the community, and revenue generation. Revenue generation 
is important but not the most important. The Department wants to make sure that there are events that are good for the 
community, reduces user conflicts and protects the resource. There is a maximum of two weekend events Friday through 
Sunday between September 1st and October 15th because that’s when the most of the conflicts occur with the start of bear, 
grouse, and deer hunting. Lovlien said staff tried to make the regulations as fair as possible.   
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E. Update on Feasibility Study Regarding Snowmaking Potential at Nine Mile Forest    
Burke reported that the Nordic Ski Club has initiated a technical feasibility study to determine baseline costs in terms of 
both infrastructure costs and ongoing expenses. An economic feasibility study will also be done to determine the impacts 
on revenue generation and other expenses that might be incurred as a result of additional usage. Assuming good feedback 
is received from the feasibility study they would then begin a major fundraising effort. Burke is hopeful that by September 
they will have some information to present to the County. The area they are looking at is the northern lighted loop, a total 
distance of about 3K. Burke noted that the project may be possible in stages. Burke said they have discussed snowmaking 
for some time but the two primary obstacles they run into beside money is a water source and electricity. He discussed some 
of the alternatives that could make these things more feasible. He said that this would not be a snowmaking operation like 
Granite Peak which runs from November through the end of January. He thought more than likely what they would do, 
assuming they have the right kind of weather is a one to two week operation where they get a snow base down to get the 
season started. Also with snowmaking there are trails that are susceptible to snow melt and snow farming techniques could 
keep the trail system in better shape overall. That would enhance the attractiveness to people coming from outside the area   
because it’s the first place going north. If they can get good consistent snow they would have people from Milwaukee and 
Madison driving up for weekends of skiing.  
 

IV. Remaining 2018 Tentative Meeting Dates – September 19 and December 19, 2018 at 6:00 pm.  
     
V. Adjourn 
Motion to adjourn by Wieloch.  Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm.    
 

Thomas Lovlien 
Secretary 


