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New Partnership Developed to Help Raise Funds for K9 Police Dogs 

“Paws Enforcing Laws” partnership of local businesses and organizations helping to raise funds  

for purchase, training, and care of two K9 units for the Marathon County Sheriff’s Department 

Marathon County, Wis., Aug 1, 2013 — Local businesses and organizations have joined together in a strategic 

effort to raise the needed funds to purchase two K9 units for the Marathon County Sheriff’s Department.  

 “Paws Enforcing Laws” (PEL), the name for the partnership, includes Young’s Drug Stores, VCA 

Companion Care Animal Hospital, Wausau Tile-Imperial Industries, RMM Solutions,  Kulps of Stratford, BMO 

Harris Bank, Compass Insurance, North Central Health Care, The Wausau Region Chamber of Commerce, and 

the Marathon County Deputy Sheriff’s Benevolent Association.  

 This combined effort was created to send a strong message that our region does not welcome drug traffic 

and is taking aggressive steps to proactively contain and reduce the increased activity in Marathon County.  

There is a need for additional drug enforcement strategies, including K9 units to deter this activity. To date K9 

units have been borrowed from neighboring areas and are not always available when urgently needed.  

 A well designed plan provides for the acquisition of two dogs - one to arrive in late 2013 and one in 

early 2014. Each dog costs approximately $25,000 over the course of 7 years. This includes the purchase from a 

specialized breeder, extensive training of the K9 and handlers in narcotic detection, outfitting of patrol units, 

veterinary care, food and supplies.  

 A component fund has been established at the Community Foundation of North Central Wisconsin to 

accept tax deductible donations for the purchase of the two K9s and related expenses.  Your gifts can be 

directed to Community Foundation of North Central Wisconsin at 500 First St., Ste. 2600, Wausau, WI   54403.  

Note that your gift is to be directed to the “PEL Fund” in the memo portion of your check.    On-line donations 

may also be directed to www.cfoncw.org. Click Online Giving, and follow the prompts to the “PEL Fund” to 

make your gift using your major credit card.   

 A Facebook page for Paws Enforcing Laws has been created to keep the public informed of upcoming 

activities, donor recognition plans, and the status of the fundraising campaign. The web address is 

www.facebook.com/PawsEnforcingLaws . 

 For more information regarding PEL, please contact Chief Deputy Chad Billeb, Marathon County 

Sheriff’s Department at 715-261-1200 or chad.billeb@co.marathon.wi.us. 
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