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The Marathon County Corporation Counsel provided direction regarding the authority of the county to regulate Wind Energy    
Systems. Partially due to timeframe limitations, a decision was made to place the updated regulations in the zoning ordinance and 
not pursue a standalone Wind Energy System Citing Ordinance which would be applicable to all unincorporated towns within   
Marathon County as allowed per PSC 128 and Wis. Stats., 66.0401. The county will explore options in the future to adopt a Wind    
Energy System Siting Ordinance independent from county zoning authority as the state standards were intended to be adopted by 
counties to be applied in all the unincorporated areas within their boundary.   If you have any questions please contact Dominique 
Swangstu at Dominique.swangstu@co.marathon.wi.us.  
 

State Regulation Summary: 

In 2009, statewide standards for reviewing, processing, siting, and permitting Wind & Solar Energy Systems were amended with 
Act 40 (Chapter 66.0401 and Chapter 196.378); followed with PSC Chapter 128 in 2010 which solely regulates the application    
process and content requirements for Wind Energy Systems. These state statutes outline the specific processes, application       
requirements, and standards that may be regulated by the county or other political subdivision (if they chose to adopt an           
ordinance consistent with but no more restrictive than state statute and administrative rule).   

Through Chapter 66.0401, a political subdivision has specific permit review, processing, and approval requirements set by “Public 
Service Commission” standards per Chapter 196.378 which limit local control as it relates to these proposed private and commer-
cial/utility uses. The PSC regulates what is required to be submitted for an application for small and large Wind Energy Systems 
with no provisions for a political subdivision to require information or standards more restrictive than those set by PSC 128 or Wis. 
Stat. 66.0401.   

All political subdivisions (Cities, Villages, Towns, and Counties) that choose to adopt an ordinance to implement the standards (in 
Wis. Stat. 66.0401, PSC 128, and 196.378) to regulate wind energy systems are required to administer the law consistently with 
few permitted provisions. If a political subdivision chooses not to adopt an ordinance to regulate wind energy systems, the review 
and approval will be done by the state.  

 
PRIVATE ONSITE WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEM (POWTS) LOAN PROGRAM 

 

We have exciting news to share.  Marathon County, in collaboration with MCDEVCO, has developed a POWTS Loan program to 
provide eligible property owners with a low interest loan to help offset a portion of the cost of replacing a failing POWTS.  This 
loan will provide an avenue for financially challenged citizens to secure funding to upgrade their failing septic system.  “POWTS” 
stands for Private Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems, more commonly known as “septic systems”. 
 

Over the next 6 years, the Marathon County Conservation, Planning and Zoning Department (CPZ) will add approximately 6,000 
POWTS (those installed before July 1, 1980) to the county’s current POWTS maintenance program.  This will require property  
owners have their septic systems visually inspected by a licensed professional to determine the condition of the septic tank, to 
ensure that aboveground manhole openings are properly locked, and to check if pumping is needed or if sewage is discharging 
onto the ground surface.  It is estimated that up to 1,250 of these septic sys-
tems may need to be repaired or replaced. 

In the past, low income property owners replacing a failing POWTS were 
able to apply for financial assistance through the Wisconsin Fund Grant Pro-
gram.  Unfortunately, this state funded grant program is ending December 
30, 2019. 

The Marathon County–MCDEVCO POWTS Loan has been created to assure 
that financial assistance will be available to low-income residents for the 
replacement of failing POWTS.  Certain small businesses, including farms, will 
also be eligible for a POWTS Loan under this program. 

Greetings from CPZ, 
It’s hard to believe it’s 2020 but time keeps marching on.  As I reflect back on 2019 and the work accomplished, I want to thank the 
town and county officials that helped us with our many projects and programs.  Together, we completed the mammoth effort of 
implementing a new uniform addressing system.  We are safer because of it.  We established a county revolving loan program for 
property owners who will need to replace their failing septic systems.  We will be healthier because of it.  We helped a group of 
citizens organize and form EPPIC, the Eau Pleine Partnership for Integrated Conservation, whose efforts focus on engaging and  
educating farmers to adopt practices that restore soil health, save money, and keep surface waters clean. We will be more  
 prosperous because of it.  We could not have done all of this without your help and support.  THANK YOU!  We look forwarding to 
working with you in the upcoming year.    Becky Frisch 

Wind and Solar Energy Systems  

Over the last year EDP Renewables a renewable energy company has expressed interest in the construction and operation of a 
“large scale” Wind Energy System within two western towns in Marathon County (Towns of Eau Pleine and Brighton). The prelimi-
nary proposal prompted Conservation, Planning, and Zoning staff to revisit the Chapter 17 Zoning Code of Ordinances to evaluate 
how these renewable energy uses and their regulations compare to current state statute and administrative rule. Upon review, it 
was evident some sections of the ordinance would need to be updated, which would allow the county to appropriately regulate 
wind and solar uses for both private uses and commercial/utility uses.  

The Conservation Planning, and Zoning Department began researching standards and reviewing code requirements in early 2019 to 
bring the regulations associated with Wind Energy Systems (WES) and Solar Energy Systems (SES) up to date. Along with  
reviewing state regulations and requirements the department reached out to all county zoned towns, local experts, the Marathon 
County Infrastructure Committee, Environmental Resources Committee, other counties, as well as met with the town officials for 
both the Town of Eau Pleine and Brighton to get their opinions and suggestions related to what they would like the county to 
 implement regarding Wind Energy Systems. The county zoned towns whom responded to our initial memo sent in November 
2019, all expressed their desire for the county 
to adopt Wind Energy System regulations in 
the  Chapter 17 Zoning Ordinance replacing 
the existing language, rather than have the     
responsibility of regulation fall to the town 
and/or state. 
The modification of the existing language and 
adoption of these new standards and proce-
dures ensures the county zoning ordinance is 
in compliance with Public Service Commis-
sion’s (PSC) Chapter 128 (Wind Energy Systems 
only) and Wis. Stats., 66.0401( Wind and Solar 
Energy Systems) Please keep in mind local 
(County, Town, or Municipal) zoning authori-
ties have very few options to regulate, place 
conditions, or additional safeguards on Wind 
Energy Systems beyond what the State allows, 
similar to cell/mobile tower regulations. There-
fore, the proposed code revisions will very 
closely mirror Wisconsin State Statute and model ordinances. Solar energy uses are currently less regulated at the state and federal 
levels and there is more flexibility when it comes to developing requirements, conditions, and review processes, yet there are still 
standards and provisions identified Wis. Stats., 66.0401.       Cont. to Page 2  
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