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Priority Watershed
Project Timeline

2006

2005

2004

2003

2002

Potential Sign-Up Period

2001

2000

1999

1998

1997

1996

1

1 Inventory and Planning - identify
saurces of runoff pollution and write a
10-year pollution contral plan.

2 sign-up period - Sign up for financial
assistance.

3 Project Implementation - Landowners
install pallution prevention/control
practices,
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PRIORITY
WATERSHED
PROIJECT

Rain and melting snow that leave the
land as runoff eventually end up in lakes
and streams. This runoff often contains
bacteria, phosphorus, nitrogen and eroded
soil that contributes to algae blooms and
excessive weed growth in lakes.

Through the Lower Rib River Priority
Watershed Project, you can help protect
lakes and streams from runoff pollution.

Lower Rib River Watershed

The Lower Rib River Watershed, located in
Marathon County, is made up of a system
of waterways that drain 137 square miles
of land including the urban areas of Edgar,
Marathon and the western edge of the City
of Wausau. Included in this system are the
Rib River, which flows 24 miles through
the watershed project before emptying
into Lake Wausau, and nine other streams
that support a warm-water fish community
including walleye, northern pike, muskel-
lunge, smallmouth bass and forage fish.

The peaple, animals and fish that live in
the watershed all need clean water for
optimal health and quality recre-
ational opportunities. All need pro-
tection from pollution caused by
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nutrient and sediment runoff.
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What Can You Do?

Runoff pollution is not hard to control.
To prevent soil erosion, you can:

+ Use soil conservation practices on
cropland.

+ Prevent erosion when building new
homes and roads.

« Maintain natural vegetation to filter
pollutants out of runoff before it
reaches the water.

« Stabilize your shoreline to protect it
from erosion.

To prevent phosphorus from fertilizing
weeds and algae in lakes and streams,
you can:

* Prevent manure from washing off
barnyards and cropland.

= Use fertilizers wisely.

* Establish or maintain a strip of
vegetation along shorelines and
waterways. This buffer will filter
phosphorus out of the runoff.

= Properly maintain your septic system.

You may need some “"how to” infor-
mation and possibly some financial help
before installing these pollution control
measures.

PROJECT
AREA

Would You Like to Help?
You can make a difference, so please contact us.

We're the Marathon County Land Conservation
Department:

210 River Drive, .
Wausau, WI 54403 -

LOWER RIB RIVER

Phone (715) 261-6000
or 1-800-236-0153
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Is This Program Mandatory?

The Lower Rib River Watershed Project is
primarily a voluntary project to help
landowners protect and preserve area lakes
and rivers. A few years ago, statewide
changes mandated that certain sites must
comply with clean-up measures. These
pre-determined ‘critical sites” contribute a
proportionately large amount of runoff
pollution within the watershed. However,
most people participating in the project will
do so voluntarily. The program provides:

« Conservationists, biologists and
engineers who will help you design
pollution control measures.

+ Financial Assistance. You will be
reimbursed up to 70% of the costs of
installing eligible pollution control
practices.

» Free books and factsheets loaded
with “how to” information.

Who Can Participate?

The Priority Watershed Program is open to
all watershed residents and landowners.
Although not everyone will be eligible for
financial assistance, we hope that you will
use the books, factsheets, and professional
design assistance to protect the lakes and
streams in the watershed.




