
 Selling Bakery Items 
From Your Home? 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

You Need to be 
Inspected and Licensed 

 
 



A Retail Food License is required for all Wisconsin bakeries 
including home bakeries.  The Wisconsin Department of 
Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (WDATCP) or an 
Agent County Health Department enforces this under State 
Administrative Code ATCP75.  The following are some of the 
standards you will need to meet to obtain a license. 
 
 

Zoning 
Your first step would be to see if you are properly zoned to have 
this business in your home.  Contact your local municipality. 
 

Facilities & Equipment 
Your food processing area must be a room (or rooms) separate 
from your home kitchen, or preferably a separate building. 
 

Walls & Ceiling of Kitchen 
They must be smooth, impervious, finished with a light colored, 
and easy-to-clean surface. 
 

Flooring 
The flooring must be in good repair.  Wood floors are not 
acceptable for most food processing facilities. 
 

Lighting 
The lighting must be sufficient and shielded. 
 

Private Water Supply & Sewage Systems 
The well must be constructed to meet state codes and must be 
tested annually for bacterial contamination.  Also all plumbing 
must meet all state and local codes including private septic 
systems. 

 

Sinks 
The sinks shall be adequate to wash, rinse, and sanitize utensils and 
equipment. 
 

Toilet Facilities 
Adequate restroom facilities are required including a toilet, sink, 
and a ventilation fan.  The door cannot open into the food 
processing area unless there is a vestibule. 
 

Hand Washing Facilities 
A non-hand operated hand washing sink is required in the 
processing area.  This sink may not be used for food preparation. 
 

Ventilation 
Natural or mechanical ventilation is required to remove excessive 
heat, condensation, smoke, or fumes. 
 

Equipment & Utensils 
These items must be separate from those used for family 
cooking-including pots, pans, knives, mixers, blenders, ovens, and 
refrigerators. 
 
 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
 
 
For more information please call Marathon County Health 
Department at (715)261-1900. 
 
Non-residents may contact WDATCP in Green Bay at 
(414)448-5120 or Altoona at (715)839-3844. 


