
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Press Announcement  

DATE:  April 14, 2020,  

Contact:  Judy Burrows, Public Information Officer, 715-261-1905 

For Immediate Release:  Garage sales, rummage sales, or any other out-of-home sales are 

not essential services.  

 Spring has sprung!  This is the time of year when garages and closets get cleaned out and 

someone says, “Let’s have a rummage sale!”  However, this year is different. 

The Marathon County Health Department needs to inform Marathon County residents that 

per Governor Tony Ever’s Emergency Order #12, garage sales, rummage sales, or any other 

out-of-home sales are not essential services.  “Even if people were to remain six feet apart from 

one another, rummage sales are not essential and are not allowable,” says Judy Burrows, Public 

Information Officer for the Health Department.  “There is no reasonable way to host a sale out of 

your home while maintaining the social distancing needed to protect people from the spread of 

COVID. What makes this unsafe is the travel. Most people visit several sales on a single day 

making the potential for spread extremely problematic,” she adds.  Sales that would occur via an 

online platform and mailed would be allowable. Hold onto your treasures a little longer and help 

keep our communities safe. 

Keep yourself and your family safe by staying at home except for essential travel, wash 

your hands or use hand sanitizer when soap and water are not available,  sanitize surfaces 

frequently touched by others, and stay home if you are sick.  These simple steps are 

“flattening the curve”. 

For more information regarding the official guidance from the State of Wisconsin, please 
visit this link.   Marathon County information regarding COVID-19 is updated frequently, 
and can be found here or follow us on Facebook.       

https://evers.wi.gov/Documents/COVID19/EMO12-SaferAtHome.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/dph/memos/communicable-diseases/2020-05.pdf
https://www.co.marathon.wi.us/Departments/HealthDepartment/Coronavirus.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/Marathon-County-Health-Department-926079317427500/

