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Marathon County Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) 
Situational Report August 10, 2020 (10:00 AM) 
Joan Theurer, Health Officer 

What we Know 
COVID-19 is a disease caused by a virus strain that began spreading in people in December 2019.  Health 
experts are concerned because little is known about this new respiratory virus.  On March 11, 2020 the 
COVID-19 outbreak was characterized as a pandemic by the World Health Organization.    

For the week of ending on August 8,  
- Centers for Disease Control (CDC) reports 4,920,369 cases in the United States, and 160,220 

deaths. 
 

- WI Department of Health Services reports 59,933 cases, 4,980 (8.3%) ever hospitalized, 49,283 
(82.3%) recovered, and 996 (1.7%) deaths.  Refer to state summary date and county level data. 
 

- Marathon County, reports 629 cases, 47 (7.5%) ever hospitalized, 456 (72%) recovered, and 9 
deaths (1.4%).  13,456 residents have tested negative for COVID-19.  Refer to Marathon County  
COVID-19 Dashboard.  20-39 years old account for 41% of all cases, with 24% of all cases among 
20-29 year olds.   For hospitalizations, all residents have been 20 years or older.  As one gets 
older, risk for severe illness from COVID-19 increases.  Other factors that increase risk for severe 
illness are individuals with underlying medical conditions. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marathon County’s COVID-19 activity level has been high as of June 24.  For the week of August 2, 
Marathon County saw a drop in cases.   
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Individuals, businesses, and other entities 
can reduce their risk for exposure by 
practicing physically distancing and avoid 
large gatherings, wear a cloth face 
covering when indoors and in public, wash 
hands frequently, and stay home if sick. 

 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/cases-in-us.html
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/outbreaks/index.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/data.htm
https://www.co.marathon.wi.us/Departments/HealthDepartment/Coronavirus.aspx
https://www.co.marathon.wi.us/Departments/HealthDepartment/COVID19/Dashboard.aspx
https://www.co.marathon.wi.us/Departments/HealthDepartment/COVID19/Dashboard.aspx
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/local.htm
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Strategies being carried out to control the spread of COVID-19 in Marathon County and counties across 
Wisconsin include:  harm reduction behaviors, surveillance activities, and “boxing the virus in”.  
Controlling the spread of COVID-19 will keep business open and enabling schools to open in the fall.  
 
Harm reduction behaviors are actions everyone can take to reduce their risk for being exposed to 
COVID-19:  

- Watch your physical distance around others and avoid large gatherings, 
- Wear a mask when you are not at home and indoor spaces or unable to physically distance,  
- Wash your hands frequently, and  
- Stay home when sick.   

 

COVID-19 has significantly increased in Wisconsin as more people return to work and have more 
interactions in public.  Wisconsinites are being asked to wear face coverings as a way to slow and 
prevent the spread of COVID-19 virus.    Refer to Marathon County COVID-19 Order #1 for additional 
actions individuals, families, businesses, and other entities can do to reduce the risk for COVID-19.  
 
Surveillance is the collecting data to inform health departments how quickly the virus is spreading in 
communities, who is being infected, and the severity of the virus.   Data is important for two reasons:  to 
monitor for warning signs in a surge in cases, and to determine the level of risk for exposure in a county. 
 
“Boxing it in” is a containment strategy to control the spread of the virus and suppress a surge in cases.  
To “Box in the virus”, health care providers and local health departments working to: 

 

 

- Test every individual who has symptoms of 
COVID-19,  

- Isolate individuals with COVID-19, 
- Find everyone who had close contact to  

infected people, and 
- Quarantine all close contacts. 
 
 

 

 

The capacity of health departments to do contact tracing is important to control the spread of COVID-19 
in communities.   In light of the increase in cases in July, the Health Department’s priority is to contact 
individuals who tested positive for COVID-19 to identify close contacts and to notify their close contacts.  
 
Major Developments 
U.S. 
CDC updates for the week of August 2, 

Running Essential Errands  
COVID-19 Guidance for Shared or Congregate Housing  
Returning to Work 
When to Quarantine 
When You Can be Around Others After You Had or Likely Had COVID-19 
Guidance for Dental Settings 
Case Investigation and Contact Tracing in Non-healthcare Workplaces: Information for 
Employers 
Businesses and Workplaces 

 Toolkit for K-12 Schools 

“Boxing It In” 

https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2020/07/30/file_attachments/1507337/EMO01-FaceCoverings.pdf
https://www.co.marathon.wi.us/Portals/0/Departments/HLD/Documents/covid-order-1-marathon-county-01-05-14-2020.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/essential-goods-services.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/shared-congregate-house/guidance-shared-congregate-housing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/returning-to-work.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/end-home-isolation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/dental-settings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/contact-tracing-nonhealthcare-workplaces.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/contact-tracing-nonhealthcare-workplaces.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/businesses-employers.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/communication/toolkits/schools.html
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 Hospitalization Forecasts  
 Considerations for Community-Based Organizations  
 Toolkit for Young Adults: 15 to 21 
 Travel 
 About Masks 
 COVID-19 Forecasts: Cases 
 Forecasts of COVID-19 Deaths 
 Travel: Frequently Asked Questions and Answers 
 Data on COVID-19 during Pregnancy 
 COVID-19 Travel Recommendations by Country 
 Worker Safety and Support 
 Playing Youth Sports 
 
On August 2, CNBC Politics publish Dr. Birx warns U.S. in new phase of coronavirus pandemic with 
‘extraordinarily widespread’ cases.   
 
On August 7, the CDC MMWR (Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report) release COVID-19-Associated 
Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in Children – United States, March – July 2020.  Multisystem 
inflammatory syndrome in children (MIS-C) is a rare but severe condition that has been reported 
approximately 2-4 weeks after the onset of COVID-19 in children and adolescents.  
 
On August 7, the CDC MMWR (Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report) release Hospitalization Rates 
and Characteristics of Children <18 Years Hospitalized with Laboratory-Confirmed COVID-19 – COVID-
NET, 14 States, March 1-July 25, 2020 
 
Wisconsin 
On July 30, Marshfield Clinic Health System release Statement on COVID-19 Safeguards 
 
On August 2, the Capital Times publish Q&A: UW’s Jonathan Temte on status of a coronavirus vaccine 
and how it will be distributed 
 
On August 3, the Wisconsin Department of Health Services launch a COVID-19 Test Results Hotline for 
individuals tested at National Guard testing sites in Wisconsin 
 
On August 3, TMJ4 post Gov. Evers doesn’t plan to mandate virtual instruction, amid lawmaker’s 
concerns 
 
On August 3, Wisconsin State Journal publish No COVID-19 surge in Milwaukee from Wisconsin’s April 7 
election, CDC says 
 
On August 3, Wisconsin State Journal publish Wisconsin to pick up portion of costs for National Guard 
mission following federal cut to spending.   
 
On August 4, the Wisconsin Department of Health Services release State Poison Center and Health 
Agency Issue Warning about Certain Hand Sanitizers 
 
On August 4, Post Cresent release ‘It’s just going to be like this now’: These Wisconsinites survived 
COVID-19, but ‘recovery’ hasn’t meant a return to normal.   
On August 4, WMTV nbc15 publish DHS responds to Sen. Nass’ “dramatically flawed data’ assertion  
 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/hospitalizations-forecasts.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/community-based.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/communication/toolkits/young-people-15-to-21.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/about-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/forecasts-cases.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/forecasting-us.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/faqs.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/special-populations/pregnancy-data-on-covid-19.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/map-and-travel-notices.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/worker-safety-support/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/youth-sports.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/08/02/dr-birx-warns-us-in-new-phase-of-coronavirus-pandemic-with-extraordinarily-widespread-cases.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/08/02/dr-birx-warns-us-in-new-phase-of-coronavirus-pandemic-with-extraordinarily-widespread-cases.html
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/pdfs/mm6932e2-H.pdf?deliveryName=USCDC_921-DM34906
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/pdfs/mm6932e2-H.pdf?deliveryName=USCDC_921-DM34906
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/pdfs/mm6932e3-H.pdf?deliveryName=USCDC_921-DM34906
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/pdfs/mm6932e3-H.pdf?deliveryName=USCDC_921-DM34906
https://www.co.marathon.wi.us/Portals/0/Departments/HLD/Documents/covid-statement-on-covid-safeguards-08-07-2020.pdf
https://madison.com/ct/news/local/govt-and-politics/q-a-uws-jonathan-temte-on-status-of-a-coronavirus-vaccine-and-how-it-will/article_8ecf339a-df2a-56fe-a88a-37b3dee24eec.html#utm_source=madison.com&utm_campaign=%2Fnewsletter-templates%2Fdaily-headlines&utm_medium=PostUp&utm_content=8faee7e5849ec9453753764d646a23757b99085c
https://madison.com/ct/news/local/govt-and-politics/q-a-uws-jonathan-temte-on-status-of-a-coronavirus-vaccine-and-how-it-will/article_8ecf339a-df2a-56fe-a88a-37b3dee24eec.html#utm_source=madison.com&utm_campaign=%2Fnewsletter-templates%2Fdaily-headlines&utm_medium=PostUp&utm_content=8faee7e5849ec9453753764d646a23757b99085c
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WIDHS/bulletins/2983c03
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WIDHS/bulletins/2983c03
https://www.tmj4.com/rebound/keeping-you-safe/gov-evers-doesnt-plan-to-mandate-virtual-instruction-amid-lawmakers-concerns
https://madison.com/wsj/news/local/health-med-fit/no-covid-19-surge-in-milwaukee-from-wisconsins-april-7-election-cdc-says/article_1ab8aab7-4099-5189-a5af-2ec25d75d062.html
https://madison.com/wsj/news/local/health-med-fit/no-covid-19-surge-in-milwaukee-from-wisconsins-april-7-election-cdc-says/article_1ab8aab7-4099-5189-a5af-2ec25d75d062.html
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/news/releases/080420.htm
https://www.postcrescent.com/in-depth/news/2020/08/03/wisconsin-coronavirus-some-covid-19-recovery-stories-long-hauls/5522928002/
https://www.postcrescent.com/in-depth/news/2020/08/03/wisconsin-coronavirus-some-covid-19-recovery-stories-long-hauls/5522928002/
https://www.nbc15.com/2020/08/04/dhs-responds-to-sen-nass-dramatically-flawed-data-assertion/


C O V I D - 1 9 S i t u a t i o n  R e p o r t  8 / 1 0 / 2 0 2 0 )                      P a g e  4 | 6 

 

On August 5, Governor Evers Announces $32 Million to Support COVID-19 Testing at UW Campuses 
 
On August 5, Governor Evers Announces Mobilization of Wisconsin National Guard to Support August 
Election 
 
On August 5, First Lady Kathy Evers Launches Office of Children’s Mental Health’s Feelings Thermometer 
to Help Families Feel Better during these stressful times.  The Feelings Thermometer is visual tool to 
post on the refrigerator that helps everyone – from kids to adults – measure how they are doing 
emotionally.   
 
On August 5, WeAreGreenBay.com post Wisconsin chief medical officer discusses COVID-19 contact 
tracing, upcoming cold and flu season 
 
On August 5, the Capital Times publish Wisconsin increases testing capacity as COVID-19 cases rise, 
school year approaches   
 
On August 7, the Wisconsin Department of Health Services release More Than 220,000 Wisconsin 
Households to Receive Additional FoodShare Benefits for July and August in Response to COVID-19 
Pandemic 
 

Actions Marathon County is Taking  
The Marathon County Health Department, Emergency Management, and County Administration stay 
informed on a daily basis.  Local actions are guided by the Center for Disease Control (CDC),   WI 
Department of Health Services, WI Emergency Management, and the State of WI COVID-19 Emergency 
Operations Center (SEOC).   The following pandemic functions are being carried out.   

 
Contact Tracing and Surveillance  
- Respond to reports of confirmed cases and conduct contact tracing to identify close contacts within 

24 hours.  Notify close contacts within 48 hours. 
- Participate in a state/local health department community testing advisory group to develop 

strategies to support Wisconsin’s testing goals of 85,000 COVID-19 tests per week.  County level 
targets are based on the number of known cases in the community, the estimated number of 
contacts, and estimated number of acute respiratory infections.  Marathon County’s target for 
August is 1,000 tests per week. Testing goals include; 

o Respond to every employer, corrections, and congregate care outbreak, 
o Test every nursing home resident and staff member, 
o Establish community testing programs for symptomatic individuals in target 

communities, and 
o Ensure everyone who is experiencing COVID-19 symptoms gets a test.   

- Further the development of a comprehensive and coordinated testing plan with area health care 
systems and the Portage Health & Human Services and Wood County Health Department  

- Held a National Guard community testing event on August 7 at the Northcentral Technical College 
having 548 individuals tested 

- Follow-up on 21 active facility outbreaks to ensure best practices are in place to control further 
spread, having 40 facility outbreaks since April 7 

http://www.thewheelerreport.com/wheeler_docs/files/080620evers.pdf
http://www.thewheelerreport.com/wheeler_docs/files/080520evers3.pdf
http://www.thewheelerreport.com/wheeler_docs/files/080520evers3.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WIDHS/bulletins/298edfb
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WIDHS/bulletins/298edfb
https://children.wi.gov/Documents/Feelings%20Thermometer%20Wisconsin%20Office%20of%20Children%27s%20Mental%20Health.pdf
https://www.wearegreenbay.com/coronavirus/wisconsin-chief-medical-officer-discusses-covid-19-contact-tracing-upcoming-cold-and-flu-season/
https://www.wearegreenbay.com/coronavirus/wisconsin-chief-medical-officer-discusses-covid-19-contact-tracing-upcoming-cold-and-flu-season/
https://madison.com/ct/news/local/govt-and-politics/wisconsin-increases-testing-capacity-as-covid-19-cases-rise-school-year-approaches/article_20543ac0-1906-57f2-bcc7-79d3dab4f825.html
https://madison.com/ct/news/local/govt-and-politics/wisconsin-increases-testing-capacity-as-covid-19-cases-rise-school-year-approaches/article_20543ac0-1906-57f2-bcc7-79d3dab4f825.html
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/news/releases/080720.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/news/releases/080720.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/news/releases/080720.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/disease/covid-19.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/disease/covid-19.htm
https://dma.wi.gov/DMA/wem
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- Follow-up on 16,242 negative, positive, or contacts to cases reported from March 1- August 9, 2020, 
an increase of 2,109 in the past week. Negatives include imported negative tests from the previous 
week and underrepresent the total number of negative tests as of August 9 

- Train 7 new contracted employees, having on staff 24 contracted employees to support contact 
tracing efforts 

 
Community Containment and Mitigation 
- Isolate residents tested positive for COVID-19 and quarantine close contacts and assure they have a 

safe place to stay 
- Maintain alternative isolate site plans for residents known or suspected to be infected with COVID-

19 who cannot isolate safely at home in the Wausau and Marshfield area 
- Field questions and provide recommendations to public/private schools regarding Department of 

Public Instruction (DPI) reopen guidance for the fall 
- Promote the Wausau Area Chamber of Commerce Consumer Safety Pledge initiative 
- Establish a protocol for fielding questions and complaints regarding Wisconsin’s requirement for 

face coverings 
 

Health Care System Response  
- Monitor regional availability of health care resources for the COVID-19 response; refer to daily 

snapshot hospital capabilities  
- Participate in the NCW-HERC (North Central Wisconsin Health Emergency Readiness Coalition) 

hospital updates to stay abreast of health care system capacity in regards to testing and caring for 
patients 

- Participate in weekly NCW-HERC (North Central Wisconsin Health Emergency Readiness Coalition) 
Board of Directors calls to keep abreast of response plans for hospitals, clinics, long-term care 
facilities, EMS 

- Carryout a county-wide system to respond to PPE requests from allocations received from the state 

 
Communication 
- Outreach efforts to populations: 

o Hispanic – FAQ Contact Tracing document translated and distributed. Recorded a video 
interview to be posted on Noticias online newspaper and Noticias facebook page with 
the focus on the Governors order and wearing masks. 

o Hmong – Distributed Contact Tracing post and FAQ Contact Tracing document 
translated through Hmong American Center.  Topic for Hmong Radio this week: 
Governor Ever Emergency Order #1, preventing the spread of COVID-19 by require 
wearing a face mask.    

o Plain Clothes – Mailed weekly data, Governors Order on face coverings, and community 
testing on August 7 

- Provide accurate, timely and consistent information via Marathon County Health Department 
website  

o Developed a flyer, When Not to Wear a Mask in English, Spanish, and Hmong 
- Inform the community via Marathon County Health Department Facebook 

o Posts: 23, Shares: 240, New Followers: 47 for week of August 3 

https://www.wausauchamber.com/consumer-safety-pledge
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/hosp-data.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/hosp-data.htm
https://www.co.marathon.wi.us/Home.aspx
https://www.co.marathon.wi.us/Home.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/Marathon-County-Health-Department-926079317427500/
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o Posts: 578, Shares: 6,586, Followers: 4,631 since March 1 
- Issued 2 press releases, conducted 7 interviews, and 2 media contacts during the week of August 3; 

a total of 31 press releases and 160 interviews/contact with the media since March 1 
- Field 214 calls from the general public during the week of August 3 

 

What the Public Can Do  
Watch your distance, stay 6 feet from others who don’t live in your household. When gathering with 
other people limit the number of people.  Avoid group gatherings where physical distancing is hard to 
maintain. 
 
Wear a cloth face covering when indoors or in an enclosed space, other than at a private residence.   
 
Wash your hands frequently.  Avoid touching your face.  Cover your nose and mouth when coughing or 
sneezing.   
 
Reach out for help if you’re feeling overwhelmed.  It’s OK to ask for help.  Call 211 to find a helping 
professional.  Visit Helping Wisconsin cope during COVID-19.  
 
Seek credible sources of information from the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and the State of WI 
Department of Health Services to learn more about COVID-19. 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p02642.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/disease/covid-19.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/disease/covid-19.htm
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