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JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE   

CLARK, LANGLADE, LINCOLN, MARATHON, PORTAGE,  

WAUPACA, WAUSHARA, AND WOOD COUNTIES    

MINUTES 

Date and Time:  Monday, December 11, 2017, 9:00 a.m. 

Meeting Location:  Central Wisconsin Airport, Lower Level Room 017, Mosinee WI  
 

Attendees: Kurt Gibbs, Joe Waichulis, Wayne Hendrickson, Mary Kay Poehlman, Bill Clendenning, 
Brent Vruwink, Keith Langenhahn, Bill Leichtnam, Fred Zaug, Ed Wagner, Sara Guild, Doug Hill, 
Dennis Kussman, Dona Gabert, O. Philip Idsvoog, Bob Lee, Dave LaFontaine, Brit Samuels, Pete 
Weinschenk, Mary Palmer 
 

1. Call To Order 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

3. Silent Cell Phones 
 

4. Approval of the August 21, 2017 Minutes    
MOTION BY CLARK COUNTY; SECOND BY WOOD COUNTY TO APPROVE THE 
AUGUST 21, 2017, MINUTES.  MOTION CARRIED.   

 
5. Update By and Discussion With Visiting Area Legislators   

Senator Tiffany extends his apologies.  He will be in Rhinelander with the Governor for the 
signing of the mining bill.   
 

6. Updates from Wisconsin Counties Association (WCA) Representative 
WCA Field Operative Keith Langenhahn gave the update.  Due to winter road safety, no WCA 
representative could make it from Madison.  Things are in rush mode because the budget took 
so long to pass.   

 Dark Store legislation – A press release will be available for each County to fill in their 
name to apply pressure to bring this bill to the top.  The votes are there to pass but 
Senator Fitzgerald is not interested in moving this forward and because he doesn’t 
think he has 17 Republican votes, even though he has plenty of democrat votes to 
pass.  It doesn’t look good right now, but fill in the blank on the press release and put 
pressure on. 

 Cause Standards bill – puts all employees on a level playing field.  Certain positions in 
the county structure are cause standard.  But the county administrator is treated 
differently and can’t be relieved like other positions.  You need a letter of complaint, a 
meeting, etc.  WCA is pushing that all county employees are on the same level playing 
field.    

 Looking to raise the threshold to $50,000 for procurements and looks like it will pass.   
 There is a Protective Status Bill that has surfaced again that would give protective 

status for jailers.  This bill will probably pass.  The Sheriffs pushed that they want it, but 
the extra amount for WRS and disability insurance (if under protective status) will have 
to be picked up by the employee.  

 17 year olds return to juvenile status will probably pass, but only non-violent juvenile 
who are first time offenders and the state will put $10 million in that budget.   



2 
 

 January 24th in Minocqua there will be an educational forum – invitations will be 
coming out this week.  To establish metallic mining standards similar to the frack 
mining standards using best practices. 

 WCA – Five of the 72 counties voted against redistricting.  Supervisor Clendenning is 
looking for the unapproved minutes.  67 or 68 counties were there voting and 5 voted 
no.   

 
AB 384 and SB 295 will sunset all administrative rules in 2018.  This happens every 9 years to 
eliminate some administrative rules in a passive way.  However this could result in some rules 
from Department of Children and Families (DCF), Department of Health Services (DHS) or 
multiple other departments to stop vital rules to keep moving forward.  If a vital rule is not 
renewed and one person votes against reinstatement, then the whole process needs to start 
over with making the request and then voting to reinstate it.  Counties need to a good look at 
this and what impact it may have.   
 

7. Update On Federal Issues By Senate And Congressional Representatives   
Doug Hill – Tammy Baldwin’s Office –  

 A handout was give on services provided by their office.  And he reminded everyone 
that they are there to help. 

 Tax reform – the Senator voted no to the budget and tax reform and some of her 
reasons are: 

 The overall economic numbers projected would not come to fruition.   
 The majority of benefits went to upper income brackets not the lower income.  

Elimination of state and local income taxes – concerned about.   
 In favor of tax cuts when given property.   

 Immigration issue will probably be negotiated into the budget.   
 Roll back net neutrality – she’s concerned about that.  Whatever company puts the 

lines in they could charge more for people to use those lines.  If you start letting that 
happen and not an open resource – rates will go up – she views it as a public resource 
like the interstate and has requested a delay on that vote so more information from the 
FCC could be obtained. 

 Defense bill passed earlier this fall.  She’s a proponent of buy/made in America.  She 
was able to get that done.   

 Proposed bill that eliminates advance notice of retirement of copper lines for service.  
They worked hard to delay and possibly stop this so at least proper notification could 
be given. 

 Rollback to cut renewable fuel standards – biofuels and raw materials on biofuels – 
worked to stop this. 

 Help reauthorize community health care centers – urgent care, family medicine, rural 
communities – farms and small rural towns rely on those rural health care centers.  If 
closed it be approximately 23,000 nationwide.  Not acceptable. 

 Opposes tax benefits for attending private schools.  If the family income is under 
$500,000 payment cannot be deducted but if income is over $500,000 then it could be 
deducted.   

 Opposes taking this away from teachers who purchase own supplies for school not tax 
deductible.   

 
Sara Guild – Congressman Sean Duffy’s Office –  

 Hunger and Homelessness Summit will be rescheduled to January 15th featuring Dr. 
Ben Carson and others.  Doing Town Hall meetings 

 Tax reform – in conference that senate and house will get together on Wednesday to 
iron out the differences on the bills to try and get it passed before Christmas.  
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Corporate tax rate is one problem – The Congressman doesn’t believe it’s not an 
accurate representation that those under $75,000 will be hurt.  Over all, everyone 
should benefit from this.  It will lower the tax levels for the lower income people and will 
increase those in the higher income.  Gibbs stated that the pass through entities would 
be small businesses – basically 70% of the income would be taxed at 25%. 

 Why give tax cuts when that money could go to fixing bridges.  (Clark County) 
 Reminder budget was extended to December 22 to keep the government running..  

Congressman Ryan said there could be another stop/gap into January before the final 
budget comes through.   

 HR38 – permit with concealed carry to cross state lines passed the congress. 
 Fair Pay Rate Act – fix that in balance  
 Annual agriculture census is out there right now – please encourage farmers to 

complete and return.   
 

8. Thank you Waushara County for Hosting Today’s Meeting  -  
 

9. Next Meeting Date March 12, 2017, Hosted by Langlade County    
 

10. Meeting was adjourned at 10:03 a.m.  MOTION BY WOOD COUNTY; AND SECOND BY 
PORTAGE COUNTY TO ADJOURN THE MEETING.  MOTION CARRIED.    

 
Respectfully submitted by, 
Mary Palmer 
 
 


