
 
JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE   

CLARK, LANGLADE, LINCOLN, MARATHON, PORTAGE,  
WAUPACA, WAUSHARA, AND WOOD COUNTIES    

 

AGENDA 

Date and Time:  Monday, August 20, 2018, 9:00 a.m. 
Meeting Location:  Central Wisconsin Airport, Lower Level Room 017 
 

Legislators & Delegates Invited:  Sen. Tammy Baldwin; Rep. Kathleen Bernier;  Sen. Robert Cowles; 
Sara Guild, Cong. Sean Duffy’s Office; Rep. Mary Felzkowski Cong. Sean Duffy; Sen. Ron Johnson; 
Cong. Ron Kind; Rep. James Edming; Rep. Scott Krug; Rep. Bob Kulp; Mary Ann Lippert, Dept. of 
Administration; Doug Hill, Sen. Tammy Balwin’s Office; Sen. Terry Moulton; Rep. Jeff Mursau; Sen. 
Luther Olsen; Rep. Kevin Petersen; Sen. Jerry Petrowski; Rep. Steve Potter; Rep. Katrina 
Shankland; Camille Solberg, Sen. Ron Johnson’s Office; Rep. Pat Snyder; Rep. John Spiros; Rep. 
Gary Tauchen; Sen. Patrick Testin; Sen. Tom Tiffany; Rep. Nancy VanderMeer; and Gov. Scott 
Walker 
 

1. Call To Order 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

3. Silent Cell Phones 
 

4. Approval of the March 12, 2018 Minutes 
 

5. Update By Visiting Area Legislators 
 

6. Updates from WCA Representative and Review of 2018 Resolutions 
 

7. Update On Federal Issues By Senate And Congressional Representatives 
 

8. Thank You Portage County for Hosting Today’s Meeting  
 

9. Next Meeting Date December 10, 2018, Host Marathon County 
 

10. Adjourn 
 
 
“Any person planning to attend this meeting who needs some type of special accommodation in order to participate should call the 
County Clerk’s Office at 715-261-1500 or e-mail infomarathon@mail.co.marathon.wi.us one business day before the meeting. 
 
 

SIGNED  /s/ Kurt Gibbs     
          Presiding Officer or Designee       
 
 
 
FAXED TO: Daily Herald, City Pages, Marshfield News  NOTICE POSTED AT COURTHOUSE 
FAXED TO: Mid-West Radio Group     
FAXED BY: M. Palmer     BY:   M. Palmer    
FAXED DATE:       DATE:        
FAXED TIME:       TIME:         
 
 
Parking:  PLEASE PARK IN THE SHORT TERM PARKING WEST OF THE TERMINAL.  BRING YOUR TICKET 
WITH YOU INTO THE BUILDING FOR VALIDATING.  THERE WILL BE NO ATTENDANT AT THE GATE.  THANK 
YOU! 
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JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE   

CLARK, LANGLADE, LINCOLN, MARATHON, PORTAGE,  

WAUPACA, WAUSHARA, AND WOOD COUNTIES    

MINUTES 

Date and Time:  Monday, March 12, 2018, 9:00 a.m. 

Meeting Location:  Central Wisconsin Airport, Lower Level Room 017, Mosinee WI  
 

Attendees: Kurt Gibbs, Joe Waichulis, Wayne Hendrickson, Mary Kay Poehlman, Bill Clendenning, 
Brent Vruwink, Keith Langenhahn, Kyle Christianson, Bill Leichtnam, Ed Wagner, Sara Guild, Doug 
Hill, Dennis Kussman, Dave LaFontaine, Lance Pliml, Representative John Spiros, John Durham, 
Mary Palmer 
 

1. Call To Order 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

3. Silent Cell Phones 
 

4. Approval of the December 11, 2017 Minutes    
MOTION BY CLARK COUNTY; SECOND BY WOOD COUNTY TO APPROVE THE 
DECEMBER 11, 2017, MINUTES.  MOTION CARRIED.   

 
5. Update By and Discussion With Visiting Area Legislators   

Representative John Spiros –  
 Amish Buggy Lights Bill – It has been suggested to put a yellow strobe light on the back of 

the buggies.   
 Vehicle Mobilization – only for Milwaukee – allows for boots to be put on vehicles with four 

or more tickets and would be available to get their car 24/7.  This would take the place of 
towing. 

 Four Strikes Driving While Intoxicated – If convicted of four or more DWI’s in a lifetime you 
would lose your license for 10 years.  Offenders will not be eligible for an occupational 
license, but can apply for reinstatement after 10 years if they maintain a clean criminal 
record during that time. 

 Designate Ginseng as the State Herb 
 Hunting from a Mechanical Lift – someone who is disabled and cannot climb into a stand 

for deer hunting may hunt with a mechanical life.  Waiting for Governor to sign 
 Commercial Vehicle Theft Bill – waiting to be signed by Governor 
 The last couple days on the Assembly floor they passed over 300 Bills, but many may not 

pass Senate.  
 School Safety is being discussed. 

 
Clark County – Anything happening with the State letting the counties license buggies.  Kulp’s 
bill didn’t get a hearing.  Veneer has a bill on road damage.   
Wood County – Every four years the Administrative Code expires.  What’s happening this this? 
Marathon County – funding of roads/transportation.  What is happening with that?  Governor will 
not allow an increase in gas tax.  This remains at the top of the list.  Any increase in tax needs 
to be offset elsewhere in the budget.   DOT continues to borrow and Marathon County has put a 
registration fee in place.  Sooner or later someone has to take responsibility for this issue.  If it 
could be dealt with out of the budget, progress may be made.  Both Legislative bodies need to 
approve and move a bill forward.   
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Waupaca County – Both legislative bodies need to work together in Madison.   
Wood County – Some towns requested that ATV’s can use town and county roads in the town 
and have a 35 mile per hour speed limit.   
 

6. Updates from Wisconsin Counties Association (WCA) Representative 
Kyle Christianson, Director of Government Affairs –  
Mining Update – The legislature did pass a mining bill this session.  WCA did co-host an event 
with the Towns Association laying out what can and cannot be done.  A best practices manual 
is being put together by Andy Phillips from VonBriesen.  No draft resolution will be included in 
this manual. The manual should be out in the next 10 -15 days.  WCA is also working with The 
Towns Association to have webinars.  County authority did remain and will have maximum 
flexibility.   
 
Home Stretch of Legislative Session.  Assembly adjourned a couple weeks ago and said they 
were not coming back this session.  Senate is looking at the hundreds of bills sent by the 
Assembly.  Any changes made to the Bills by the Senate would require the assembly to come 
back and revote or the bills are dead.  Changes made by the Senate need to be approved by 
Assembly by March 22.   
 
The governor is likely to call a special session on school safety.  School Safety bill will only be 
discussed in the special session.   
 
The budget was pushed back last fall because of transportation.  The bills that should have 
been addressed last Fall are still hanging out there and it makes a lot of uncertainty.  Right 
now the Senate is sitting on about 300 - 350 bills.   
 
$100 child tax credit and Tax free days approved by assembly, but not sure what the Senate 
will do.   
 
Senate Bill 64 – Parole Revocation – added 53 ½ additional assistant district attorneys state 
wide.  Senate may pull these positions out of the bill.  Again it’s the assembly vs. senate. 
 
Juvenile Corrections – Governor’s State of State Address – close Lincoln Hills.  Lincoln Hills is 
under an FBI investigation.  Talking about Regional Juvenile Centers – no plan on how to do 
this and the cost will increase.  Assembly passed in 2 ½ weeks.  Unsure if Senate will close 
Lincoln Hills.   
 
State may build one or two facilities for juveniles on adult sentence until 18 and responsible for 
SJO (serious juvenile offenders) - they are the worst of the worst.  Counties would build their 
own facilities.  For boys: State would reimburse 95% of building, design and architectural 
costs.  Operating costs – they negotiated would get 15% of youth aids bump for operations 
cost.    For girls:  It’s not economical to build for a girl – (a girl’s wing) is 100% paid for by the 
state.  If operates at a loss – the state will reimburse that too.  There is a concern on the speed 
of the process some good and some not so good.  Milwaukee County will build one.  Possibly 
Racine County, LaCrosse and/or Eau Claire and then someone in Central and NE (Green 
Bay).  There is a webinar on the WCA website on this bill.   
 
Dark Store Legislation – assessment reduction by big box stores.  Assembly did not take it up.  
Republican Senate has a rule that if they can’t pass it on their own (17 votes) they will not 
bring it to the floor.  Bill is dead for this session.  It will be brought back in 2019.   
 
AB 748 – Wisconsin Legislation to Preempt Most Local Employment Ordinances – go through 
the capitol and it is being pushed through the nation.  Not a state bill. If do business with the 
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county you have pay them a certain amount of dollars.  Some states enact scheduling bill – i.e. 
schedule 3 weeks out.  Restaurants are concerns.  Government and union agreements – pre-
empt controls – we want to maintain the authority.  Assembly took discrimination out and 
exempted Foxconn from this bill.  Not sure where it is right now.  Senate is discussing this.  It 
should be a local decision not decided by Madison.   
 

7. Update On Federal Issues By Senate And Congressional Representatives   
Doug Hill – Tammy Baldwin’s Office – Press Releases were handed out.   

 Current spending levels to keep government open deadline is March 23 or pass 
budget. 

 Immigration has been pulled out of the budget and will be addressed separately.   
 Senator is working on making Technical Colleges more affordable – Wood Co what is 

free?  Some money from the feds roll back some in the tax bill.   
 Partnership with federal and state government  
 Help improve rail safety – require 2 person crews on freight trains.   
 Frustration with airlines – aviation industry roll backs 
 Co-sponsored bipartisan critical school safety legislation – evidence based programs 

funding, etc.   
 
Sara Guild – Congressman Sean Duffy’s Office –   
Steel and Aluminum Tariff – 15 day delay takes affect March 23.  Those tariff’s did exempt 
Canada and Mexico and others can – using to improve trade with the U.S.  It’s a questionable 
method and is willing to give it a chance.  Free trade isn’t free if it isn’t fair.   
Tax Reform – bill did go through and is rolling out.  Looking to be tentatively positive.   
Budget – unclear if there will be a budget or if it will be delayed (family planning and planned 
parenthood is the current delay).   
DACA Deal – supports the president’s proposal for a pathway to citizenship and it’s tied to the 
border security.  He does not agree that we should round them up and ship them out.   
School Safety – hot issue.  Meetings are taking place at the local, state and national level.  He 
has co-sponsored a “stop school violence act” and he would like to remove the match and not 
use school funds for this.  He wants to get them money without.   
 
Rail Safety – give counties/ municipalities authority to fine rail that block roads. 
 
There is no law that the assembly, senate and house have to go out of session by a specific 
date.  Each decides it.  They could stay in session and get a budget.   
 
CWA – Will Passenger Facility Charges (PFC) ever be raised?  Currently 4.5 and want raised 
to 8.5.  Want it to be appointed by congress – Senator is against this.   
 
The 2018 Budget will increase defense spending by 10%.  The pentagon has never been 
audited.  Where does our money go?  On September 10, 2001 there was an announcement 
that there would be an audit of the pentagon (Rumsfeld), but we need to ask where the money 
is going.  Then 9/11 happened and the audit never happened. 
 
Is the congressman in favor of a wall?  Congressman Duffy in favor of securing the wall.   
 
Chair Gibbs asked the committee if they would like an educational component to this meeting.  
If no legislators show up at least there would be education.  Most legislative meetings have a 
speaker on a subject that pertains to all counties.     

 
8. Thank you Langlade County for Hosting Today’s Meeting   
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9. Next Meeting Date June 11, 2018, Hosted by Portage County    

Ed Wagner is not seeking reelection – Thank you Ed for your service. 
 
 

10. Meeting was adjourned at 10:00 a.m.  MOTION BY CLARK COUNTY; AND SECOND BY 
WAUPACA COUNTY TO ADJOURN THE MEETING.  MOTION CARRIED.    

 
Respectfully submitted by, 
Mary Palmer 
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