
Any person planning to attend this meeting who needs some type of special accommodation in order to participate should call the 
County Clerk’s Office at 261-1500 or e-mail infomarathon@mail.co.marathon.wi.us one business day before the meeting. 
ATTN:  News Department THIS NOTICE POSTED AT COURTHOUSE 
Daily Herald, City Pages, Marshfield News, Midwest Radio Group & 
  
Faxed by:    Date: 
Date: Time: 
Time: By: 
 

OFFICIAL NOTICE & AGENDA                                                            COUNTY OF MARATHON 
of a Meeting of the County Forest                                                                     Wausau, WI 54403 
Citizens’ Advisory Subcommittee of the 
Marathon County Board of Supervisors 
 
 
A meeting of the County Forest Citizens’ Advisory Subcommittee will be held at 212 River Drive, 
Rm. #2, Wausau, WI, 54403, at 6:00pm on December 19, 2018.  
 
Members: Mike Lane (chair), Marcell Wieloch (vice-chair), John Burke, Mark Chickering, Gary 
Weiland, Susan Haug, Dale Heil, Paul Klocko, Greg Klos, Ryan Schleifer, Equestrian 
Representative vacant  
 

A G E N D A 
I. Minutes 

A. Approve Minutes of the September 19, 2018 Meeting 
 
II. New Business 

A. Discussion on Equestrian Vacancy and Other Interest Group Possibilities 
B. 2019 County Forest and Wildlife Work Plans 
C. 2018 County Conservation Aids Project 

 D. 2018 Fall Timber Bid Opening and Summary 
E. Park Foundation Land Donation to Marathon County 

           F. Potential Land Acquisitions in the Town of Hewitt 
G. 2019 Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department Budget 
H. Sustainable Forestry Grant Application 
I. Cross Country Ski and Snowshoe Update 
J. Application for an Ironbull Event at Nine Mile 
K. Member Items 

 
III. Old Business 

A. Ragnar Trail Relay Running Race Summary 
B. Update on Study Regarding Snow Making at Nine Mile Forest - Burke 
C. Update on the Process to Delist Wolves 
D. 2018 Deer Season Harvest and Activity Levels on County Forest  
E. E-Bike Discussion and Demonstration on Different Classes of Electric Assist Bikes 
   

IV. 2019 Tentative Meeting Dates – March 13, June 5, September 18 and December 18 at 6:00 
pm. 

 
V. Adjourn 
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Members present:  John Burke, Mark Chickering, Susan Haug, Paul Klocko, Mike Lane, Dale Heil, Ryan Schleifer, 
Marcell Wieloch 
Excused:  Gary Weiland, Greg Klos    
Wausau and Marathon County Parks, Rec, and Forestry Department staff present: Tom Lovlien-Forest Administrator, 
Jamie Polley-Parks, Recreation and Forestry Director, Joe Tucker-County Forester                                                                      
 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chairman Lane. 
 

I. Minutes 
Motion by Wieloch to approve the June 6, 2018 minutes. Motion carried. 
 
III. New Business 
 A.   Forest Citizens’ Advisory Subcommittee Appointments 
Lovlien said that the Forestry Committee had appointed the five returning members of this committee. Carol Mills has 
resigned so the equestrian representative position is vacant. There has been no response from advertising the vacancy. 
Lovlien asked members to let him know of any one that may be interested. He asked for other options if he cannot find an 
equestrian member like a new interest group or another general member. Members suggested an Ice Age Trail representative 
(general hiking) or adjacent landowner. Burke thought they should try and get an equestrian member back on the Committee. 
Lovlien will advertise again for the equestrian representative.       
 
 B. Review the 2018 Fall Timber Sale Package 
Tucker explained that the sale offers 435 acres of timber on seven tracts with an estimated volume of 19,780 tons and 263.0 
thousand board feet. Tucker explained that tract 5-18 didn’t sell in the spring and is being re-advertised. Tucker discussed 
all of the sales. The sales will be advertised and the bid opening is October 2nd. Questions were answered.     
 
 C. Nine Mile County Forest Oak Scarification and Regeneration Project 
Tucker explained that he finished establishing a timber sale at Nine Mile that will be advertised this spring. The sale is 
predominantly the beginning of an oak regeneration sale of 54 acres also a small stand of over-mature aspen and maple.  A 
good portion of the sale will be regenerated for oak that are along the snowmobile trail. There was a lot of brush in the 
understory, some red maple, and not many oak seedlings so the DNR scarified to rough up the ground and remove the brush. 
A lot of the oak forests have brush competition because fires have been suppressed for so many years. Scarification is a 
good way to mimic the fire disturbance by reducing the litter layer and brush competition. The oak acorn crop is good this 
year so the seed bed is prepped and there could be up to 3000 seedlings per acre. Staff is looking to do this elsewhere based 
on what they can manage in terms of coordinating this type of work. Tucker met with the leadership from the ski club about 
the timber sale to discuss aesthetic and snow management issues along the trail. Questions were answered.    
 
 D. Results of the 2018 County Forest Certification Audit 
A. Lovlien said the audit is held in four or five different counties every year. There were no corrective actions for either 
SFI or FSC. There were two minor opportunities for improvement. One was for some ponding of water on a County forest 
gas tax road and the other for a forester who had his chemical applicator certification lapse. Lovlien said Marathon County 
will be one of the counties audited in 2020.   
 
 E. Forestry Division Timber Sale Revenue Projection for 2018 
Last year’s net revenue was just over $243,000. That followed a year with a poor winter and tough markets. To date the 
revenue is about $549,000. Lovlien noted 20% goes to the State to pay back an interest free loan and 10% goes back to the 
towns in lieu of taxes. Currently, there are two active timber jobs and two more may be starting. Lovlien said if it stays dry 
and a good freeze occurs in December it could be the second highest revenue on record. He said timber contracts are two to 
three years so fluctuations occur based upon weather and markets. The even flow amount is set at $245,000.  
   
 F. Press Release – Wisconsin County Forests Association Receives Tourism Grant 
Lovlien said this is the second year a tourism grant has been received from the State to promote grouse and woodcock 
hunting in Wisconsin. The Leather Camp Forest Unit is an area displayed on an interactive website.  The Association is 
eligible to apply one more year for this grant. This year the amount was approximately $2,000.        
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G. Results of the Cross Country Skiing Survey From the 2017-2018 Season 

Lovlien said overall the survey showed a positive reflection of skiing experiences. The majority of the customers really 
liked the grooming while others did not. There were differing opinions on when grooming should occur and also when the 
trails should open.  Lovlien noted that the trails and chalet aren’t open until after the last gun deer season and the hope is to 
be open for the holiday season.    
  
 H. Wausau 24 and Wisconsin Endurance Mountain Bike Race Participation and Revenue 
Lovlien reported that Wausau 24 had 561 participants and the revenue was $5411.20. The WEMS race had 75 participants 
and revenues of $611.00. Both events were well run. 
 

I. Badger State Games Winter Triathlon Event at Nine Mile Forest January 27, 2019 
Burke said this joint venture between the Central Wisconsin Off Road Cycling Coalition (CWOCC) and the Wausau Nordic 
Ski Club will be a winter triathlon held the day after the cross country skiing events of Badger State Games. The winter 
triathlon will consist of cross country skiing, biking and snowshoeing.  The Forestry Committee has given a one day 
exception that allows biking at Nine Mile. The bike and ski clubs are going to advertise that there is no early or late bike 
riding so it will only be during the morning event from 9am to noon on Sunday. Bike riding will only be on existing trails. 
Most of the single track grooming is going to be done by the clubs and crossing of ski trails will be mostly at ninety degree 
angles. Lovlien said the event will be evaluated for future years. There will be no resource damage and is a good thing for 
the community. Burke said the intent is not to bike on ski trails but to utilize existing bike trails/snowshoe trails. Certain 
trails will be closed but they don’t intend on using all of the trails. They may use bike trails that are east of Red Bud Road 
where there are no snowshoers but that is still to be determined.               
 
 J. Member Items 
Lane questioned if the County could sell birch seedlings and collect the revenues. Lovlien said in some northern counties 
there are major issues with theft of birch and he does not want to create problems like that here. Marathon County doesn’t 
have a lot of birch so not a lot of problems either. Questions were answered. Polley mentioned that there will be a 
presentation on E-bikes at the upcoming Parks Commission and Forestry/Recreation Committee meeting. It is being 
organized by the Marathon County Pedestrian and Bicycle Committee who want people to understand what the bikes are 
because there are a lot of misconceptions. This is not a consideration of any policy change it’s strictly an educational 
presentation. Staff’s biggest concern would be regulation on certain types of E-bikes. Chickering felt as awareness builds, 
public opinion changes and right now there is a general non acceptance of E-bikes by the mountain bike community but 
that is starting to change.  Polley also mentioned that there are options for winter bike riding at Big Eau Pleine and that the 
Ringle landfill is opening its first section of mountain bike trail there this fall.   

         
II. Old Business 

A. Nine Mile Forest Bird Survey Completed by Wausau Bird Club  
Haug and another member of the Wausau Bird Club completed a bird survey in June and early July to determine if cerulean 
warblers were present. Cerulean warblers are a State threatened bird and species guidelines prohibits harvesting some timber 
stands until after August 24 due to nesting birds. No warblers were heard or seen within the harvest area which allows for 
harvesting on or after July 16. This allowed the logging contractor to move into the sale early. Lovlien thanked the Bird 
Club for completing the survey. Two male hooded warblers were heard outside of the area which has a different species 
habitat and staff will have to determine what that means for future timber sales.     
 

B. Ragnar Trail Relay Running Race September 21-22, 2018 at Nine Mile 
Lovlien said set up has started for the race. The race will be Friday and Saturday. There will be around 3000 runners. This 
is the first year there may be some adverse weather including cold and rain. Burke mentioned the organizers are urging 
people to not come until Friday and that they should bring warm clothes.    
        

C. Update on Feasibility Study Regarding Snow Making at Nine Mile Forest  
Burke said the Wausau Ski Club has commissioned a snow making technical feasibility study with HKD out of Utah. HKD 
has provided them with an initial idea of what it would take to create a snow making venue at Nine Mile of approximately 
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three kilometers of skiable trail.  He noted that this is just in the beginning stages and has to go through an approval process. 
From getting the County on board as far as wanting to accept a project like this and maintain it over the period of time and 
the challenges of financing it. The next step is to study the economic feasibility. Trying to decide what snow making can do 
from a revenue standpoint as well as offset additional expenses that may be incurred as a result of having it. The system 
being looked at is heavy on infrastructure installation up front which means less operating expense on the other end. What 
it involves is putting piping in the ground and having head stands every 200 meters or so which makes it easier to just move 
the snow making equipment around. The other alternative is to build a big pile and move the snow which involves a lot of 
time and effort and labor in terms of moving the snow. This is cheaper initially but more costly to operate over the long 
term. This would be a project that can be done all at once or phased in. They will be having a board meeting in the near 
future and have to decide if they want to continue looking into this. Burke discussed some of the other ski areas that make 
snow. Lane questioned what the water source would be. Burke said the ground and that question needs to be answered. Is 
there enough water available? More likely a pond would be built by the north parking lot on the west end. It would be filled 
during the course of the year and discharged   for snowmaking. Snowmaking would run one to two weeks.       
 

D. Remaining 2018 Fall Events at Nine Mile Forest – Ragnar Trail Relay Race - Sept 21-22, Edgar Cross Country 
Trail Running Race - Sept. 25, High School Bike Race - Oct 6-7, Edgar Cross Country Trail Running Race - Oct. 11, DC 
Everest Cross Country Trail Running Race - Oct. 13, Mountain Bike season closes October 15, ATV Training - north 
snowmobile parking lot - Oct 20.  
            
IV. Remaining 2018 Meeting Dates – December 19, 2018 at 6:00 pm.  
     
V. Adjourn 
Motion to adjourn by Wieloch.  Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 7:45 pm.    
 

Thomas Lovlien 
Secretary 
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Wausau and Marathon County Parks, Recreation, and Forestry Department 
Forestry Division 2019 Work Plan 

 
 
Personnel: Forest Administrator   1.00 FTE 

County Forester   0.80 FTE 
Director    0.06 FTE 
Department Clerical Support  0.50 FTE 
Maintenance Specialist (labor) 0.26 FTE 
Maintenance Technician (labor) 0.26 FTE 
Chief Ranger     0.04 FTE 
DNR Cooperative Assistance  0.30 FTE 

  (State Funded) 
  
Total      3.22 FTE 

 
A. Timber Management: 
 

1. Evaluate a minimum of 5% of the forest (1500 acres) and update compartment 
reconnaissance. 

2. Establish and advertise 625-675 acres of timber for sale.  Timber sale acreage and 
locations are determined using the Wisconsin Forest Inventory and Reporting System 
(WisFIRS) and proposed harvest maps in chapter 900 of the County Fifteen Year 
Comprehensive Plan.  Specific locations and details about timber harvests scheduled for 
the coming year can be obtained by contacting the County Parks, Recreation and Forestry 
Office. 

3. Administer the cutting and scaling of twenty-five timber sales on 1,722 acres established 
on County Forest Land with an estimated stumpage value of $1,173,428.11. 

4. Allow forest succession to naturally convert some oak and aspen stands to hardwood.   
5. Complete deer browse surveys at Big Eau Pleine Park and County forests to determine to 

what extent tree regeneration is being affected. 
6. Utilize a DNR Sustainable Forestry Grant if awarded to remove undesirable brush and 

trees to allow for oak regeneration. 
 7. Classify habitat types on a minimum of 1000 acres. 

8. Calculate allowable harvest levels out 20 and 30 years to ensure sustainability. 
9. Evaluate 35-40 year-old aspen stands to determine feasibility of harvesting stands early to 

improve age class distribution and stabilize harvest levels.   
10. Issue approximately 20 firewood permits. 
11. Evaluate release needs for all acres of red pine planted since 2002.  Release plantations by 

mechanical or herbicides as needed. 
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12. Continue to assist the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources with an oak wilt study 
to confirm the frill-girdle-herbicide method to stop the disease from spreading through 
interconnected root systems. 

13. Plant approximately 500 white spruce and red pine at two locations on the County forest. 
14. Continue implementing the policy on annosum root rot disease requiring contractors to 

spray conifer stumps with fungicide to prevent infection according to DNR 
recommendations. 

15. Establish timber sales on selected park properties as directed. 
16. Monitor timber sales for unauthorized timber removal using the video detection system. 
17. Monitor, evaluate, and treat oak wilt pockets in Nine Mile and other Forest Units.  

 18. Monitor, evaluate, and treat invasive species on the forest. 
 19. Apply techniques that reduce the ash component in forest stands on County forest and 

Park lands according to DNR recommendations due to Emerald Ash borer being found in 
the County for the first time in 2017.    

 
B. Road, Trail, and Facility Construction and Maintenance: 
 

1. Continue the contract with APHIS for beaver control. 
2. Inspect county forest and park boundaries as needed to control encroaching uses from 

neighboring private land owners. 
3. Contract with professional land surveyors to complete surveys where needed to facilitate 

administration between County Forest and private lands. 
 4. Mow 50 miles of hunter walking trails and associated wildlife openings. 

5. Mow all forest road ditches in the County Forest. 
6. Maintain pit toilets at Bitzke Nature Trail, Burma Road and Nine Mile Forest Units. 
7. Continue to assist law enforcement for illegal tree stands, unauthorized motorized use, 

and dumping on County Forest property. 
8. Continue to assist law enforcement to enforce seasonal closures and ordinance violations 

at Nine Mile and other Forest Units.  
 9. Resurface up to 3 miles of trails in Kronenwetter and Leathercamp Forest Units.  

10. Maintain 6.48 miles of certified County Forest Roads. 
11. Fabricate and install gates where needed. 
12. Place granite on roads and trails in Forest Units to patch holes as needed. 
13. Check the National Heritage Inventory Database (NHI) and the Wildlife Action Plan for 

endangered resources on any project that occurs on the County Forest. 
14. Complete a County Conservation Aids project at Scholfield Park that replaces two piers. 
15. Complete a County Conservation Aids Project at DC Everest Park that replaces boat 

planks and asphalt near the landing. 
 16. Replace culverts in Leathercamp, Kronenwetter, Nine Mile, and Burma Forest Units as 

needed. 
 17. Continue mitigation of the 2010 flood using a FEMA grant at the Bern Forest Unit. 
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C. Land and Equipment: 
 
 1. Negotiate the purchase of additional lands to enter as County Forest that will improve 

blocking, facilitate management that aligns with the Marathon County Strategic and 
County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plans. 

 2. Accept a donation of 80 acres of Park Foundation property in the Town of Easton and 
enter the property under the County Forest Special Use designation. 

 3. Maintain all vehicles and equipment. 
 
D. Developed Recreation (Non-Motorized): 
 
 1. Participate in the planning, administration and approval of all trail construction, 

expansions, relocations, and maintenance on County Forest Lands. 
2. Monitor reconstruction of 2 km of the Nine Mile ski trail to improve trail profile and 

surface characteristics. 
3. Assist park facilities division in administering intensive recreation at Nine Mile. 
4. Utilize volunteers to brush up to 20 km of ski trail. 
5. Monitor the non-motorized recreation on County Forest Land.  

 
E.  Developed Recreation (Motorized): 
 

1. Participate in the planning, administration, and approval of all trail construction, 
expansions, relocations, and maintenance on County Forest Lands. 

2. Monitor and approve reconstruction of the Burma Road Forest ATV/UTV trails. 
3. The Central Wisconsin Trailblazers ATV/UTV club will maintain 11 miles of ATV/UTV 

trail in the Burma Road Forest to include brushing, grading, signing, and mowing. 
4. Assess all trails and land in the Burma Road Forest to protect the resource from excessive 

soil erosion and to prevent illegal off-trail use. 
5. Volunteers will brush up to 30 miles of snowmobile trail on County Forest Land. 

 6. Monitor the snowmobile program on County Forest Land. 
 7. Monitor and enforce ordinances pertaining to the unauthorized motorized use 

(ATV/UTV) on all County Forest Units. 
       
F. Wildlife Management: (Partially Grant funded)  
 

1. Complete work identified in the DNR annual wildlife work plan. (See attached plan). 
2. Mow flowage dikes, forest trails and select openings for brush control. 
3. Seed select forest trails following timber sales to enhance wildlife habitat.  

 4. Improve forest opening condition through mechanical and chemical applications. 
 5. Cooperate with the DNR on identifying tag alder to shear in the Harrison-Hewitt and 

Leather Camp Forest Units. 
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 6. Cooperate with the Ruffed Grouse Society and the United States Fish and Wildlife                           
Service on tag alder shearing in Harrison-Hewitt Forest Unit. 

 
G. Administration and GIS: 
 

1. Implement the 2006-2020 County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan. 
2. Begin drafting the 2021-2035 County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan. 
3. Develop and improve the Forestry Division portion on the Department’s web page. 
4. Continue to work with the Forest Citizen’s Advisory Subcommittee for county forests to 

address issues of concern including use conflicts at Nine Mile during the fall season, the 
sustainability of mountain biking, equestrian user needs, and the impact of forest 
management on hunting. 

5. Amend the County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan to reflect ordinance, boundary, 
and policy changes. 

6. Continue implementing marking guidelines, Best Management Practices for Invasive 
Species and Biomass Harvesting guidelines on the County Forest. 

7. Attend the Annual DNR integrated planning meeting to evaluate, maintain, and improve 
the County/DNR partnership. 

8. Develop interpretive displays explaining the benefits of sustainable forest management 
for display at recreation areas. 

9. Monitor and administer all road use, land use, and other agreements/leases currently on 
County Forest Lands.  Develop new agreements or leases when appropriate. 

10. Implement and monitor third party Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) forest 
certification on the Marathon County Forest. 

11. Coordinate integration of the County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan with the 
Marathon County Comprehensive and Strategic Plans. 

12. Continue to implement the DNR Wisconsin Forest Inventory Reporting System 
(WisFIRS).  

13. Continue monitoring the effects of deer browsing on forest regeneration within the deer 
exclosures at Big Eau Pleine Park. 

14. Follow the Bern Flowage emergency action plan, if required, due to flooding. 
16. Review county zoning to ensure alignment with the County Forest Comprehensive Land 

Use Plan. 
17. Apply for grants and permits that accomplish County Forest and Park land improvements. 
18. Supervise the County Forester and other seasonal employees. 
19. Continue to educate the new Wausau and Marathon County Parks, Recreation and 

Forestry Director on County Forest management.  
20. Continue to be part of an administration team working on culture and strategic planning 

to meet to Department and County goals.    
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H.   Public Outreach/Professional Development: 
 
 1. Participate in school career programs and make at least two classroom presentations on 

forestry and natural resource management. 
 2. Participate on the editorial board for the 21st annual Forests Forever supplement in the 

Wausau Daily Herald and submit articles for publication. 
 3. Participate in job shadows introducing students into the forestry profession if time allows.   
 4. Continue to assist the public with insect, disease, and timber management information. 

5. Give two tours on the County Forest including UW-Stevens Point and the 
Forestry/Recreation Committee. 

6. Attend appropriate professional development training. 
7. Maintain membership in the Society of American Foresters. 
8. Attend Forest Certification training as required. 
9. Continue to work with the Wisconsin County Forests Association(WCFA) by serving as a 

member of the Legislative/Forest Certification Committee on issues affecting County 
Forests. 

10. Continue involvement on numerous WCFA committee’s advancing the practice of 
forestry. 

11. Participate in the revision of the WCFA strategic plan 2019-2024. 
 12. Continue updating maps to be included in new Forest Unit brochures and website for the 

public. 
 13. Revise and develop recreational maps for the public including cross country skiing, 

snowmobiling, equestrian and single track mountain biking for County Park and Forest 
lands. 



 

 

2019 MARATHON COUNTY FOREST 
WILDLIFE WORK PLAN 

 
This represents the 2019 Annual Wildlife Work Plan, pursuant to the fifteen-year Comprehensive Plan for the 
Marathon County Forest.   
 

Personnel 
 
Marathon County spent most of 2018 with a DNR Wildlife Technician vacancy.  The position was 
temporarily filled through the summer but was vacated in August.  In early November, the DNR hired 
Paul Napierala to a FTE Wildlife Technician position based out of Wisconsin Rapids.  Paul will cover 
Marathon County as part of his work duties.  Assistance to the County Forest Administrator and DNR 
Liaison Forester will be provided in all wildlife matters concerning the County Forest.     

 
Flowage Management 

 
Water levels on most Marathon County flowages were above average during the spring and summer of 
2018.  Managers monitored flowages to keep them at ideal water levels throughout the year.  Waterfowl 
and shorebird production and sightings seemed to vary on Marathon County flowages.  Beaver sign was 
limited during the spring and summer months but did increase in the fall. 
 
Dike Maintenance: 

Muskrat and beaver holes were not patched in 2018.  Rodent holes are a maintenance issue on many of 
the dikes.  The USDA-Wildlife Services was not contracted to trap and remove beaver in 2018 due to 
increased costs and lack of beaver sign in the spring.  Beaver problems were limited throughout the year, 
but USDA did remove some beaver at East Flowage in Nine Mile and Lower Nienow in Harrison-
Hewitt in the fall as part of the forestry contract.  In 2019, DNR plans to contract with USDA-Wildlife 
Services to trap beaver on the flowages due to increasing beaver damage.  DNR wildlife is also 
exploring the idea of contracting with USDA-Wildlife Services to trap beaver at an area level.     

 
Bern Flowage:  

Bern flowage has been affected by floating cattail masses that have accumulated on the West side of the 
flowage.  These cattail masses occasionally plug the dam.  Contractors have removed cattails for several 
years along the dike and weir with an excavator.  This technique has proven to be effective at keeping 
the water flowing.  There are still multiple acres of cattails to be removed from the flowage.  A 
contractor is scheduled to remove cattails during November of 2018 and will continue to remove cattails 
in 2019 as needed. 

 
Wild Rice: 

Wild Rice production varied on many flowages in 2018.  Rice production was slightly down on Lower 
Nienow and Leo flowages compared to previous years.  Patches of rice were seen at Nienow, Leo, 
Lower Leo and Swamp flowages in the Harrison-Hewitt unit and the East and Birch flowages at Nine-
Mile.  Wild rice seeding efforts have fluctuated recently as availability of wild rice seed has been 
inconsistent.  In 2018, managers purchased 100 lbs. of wild rice and seeded Leo, Lower Leo, Nienow 
and Lower Nienow flowages.   

 

 



 

 

Flowage Management: 

Planned flowage management for 2019 includes a continuation of the flowage drawdown rotation.  All 
the flowages will benefit from being drawn down periodically (every 3-5 years).  Drawdowns reduce 
undesirable plant species, allow desirable plant species to germinate and return nutrients to the soil.  The 
drawdown plan for 2018 called for drawdowns on Steinke and Nienow flowages.  Steinke flowage was 
not brought down due to beaver problems in front of the structure.  Nienow flowage was not brought 
down due to lack of staff availability.  In 2019, managers plan to draw down Steinke and Nienow 
flowages.  
 
Herbicide treatments: 

In 2018, dikes and trails between flowages were not sprayed due to reduced staff availability.  In 2019, 
managers plan to spray thistle, tansy and spotted knapweed with Milestone during the growing season.  

 
Forest Management 

 
Openings Management: 

Maintaining early successional habitat, such as grass openings, is an important part of Central Wisconsin 
forest management.  In 2018, twenty-two forest openings (31% of the total) were treated in Marathon 
County in the Harrison-Hewitt, Kronenwetter and Leather Camp blocks.  The openings were treated by 
hand with brush saws, chainsaws and herbicide applications.  Openings management was mostly paid 
for through turkey stamp dollars.  Thirty-four openings were scheduled to be managed in 2018.  Several 
of the scheduled openings were checked with no management needed.  The other openings not managed 
will be added to the work plan for 2019.     
 
A GIS management database was set up in early 2010 to ensure that each opening was treated in a 
timely fashion.  The openings are typically managed on a 3-4-year rotation.  In 2019, managers plan to 
manage thirty-four openings in Harrison-Hewitt, Nine-Mile, Kronenwetter, Leather Camp and Burma.  
Funding for this management will be paid for by turkey stamp and Nickel-an Acre.  

 
Trails: 

Several forest trails on the Nine-Mile and Harrison-Hewitt units were seeded with a clover/grass mix in 
the spring and summer of 2018.  Seeding trails post-logging prevents erosion and provides a valuable 
food source for ruffed grouse and other game and non-game species.  Trails and log landings will likely 
need to be seeded throughout Marathon County in 2019.  Turkey stamp funding has been secured for 
any spring or early summer trail projects. 
 
Alder Management: 

Alder mowing for regeneration purposes continued in Marathon County in the early winter of 2018.  
Approximately 12 acres was mowed at two different locations in Leather Camp.  With Drummer Grant 
(Ruffed Grouse Society) and Nickel-an-Acre funding in place, alder shearing in the winter of 2018-19 
should be productive if the weather cooperates.  Multiple sites in Leather Camp County Forest have 
been selected for alder mowing.  Additional sites in Harrison-Hewitt will be selected as another option. 
Managers have set a goal of mowing 10-15 acres of alder during the winter of 2018-19.  Meeting these 
goals will rely on acceptable weather conditions as well as having equipment and an operator available.  
Contactors may be hired to accomplish this work if DNR staff and/or equipment are unavailable. 

 
 



 

 

Grasslands/ Hoffman Farm 
 
In previous years, managers have always mowed the Hoffman Farm to knock back the growth of cool-
season grasses and promote the establishment of warm-season grasses and native forbs.  In 2018, 
managers planned to conduct a prescribed burn on Unit 4 of the Hoffman Farm.  Due to wet conditions, 
vacancies, and burn priorities, this burn was not accomplished.  In the spring of 2019, Unit 4 will once 
again be looked at to burn.  The firebreak will need to be freshened up beforehand to make sure the burn 
could be done safely.  The rest of the units will be put on a 4-5-year burn rotation instead of a mowing 
rotation.     

 
2018/2019 Nickel-an-Acre Budget 

 
The following table lists the 2018 Nickel-an-Acre project budgets and expenses.  It also includes 
proposed 2019 projects and the associated spending plan.   

 

Project Activity 
2018 

Budgeted 
2018 

Expended 
2019 

Budgeted 
Flowage Maintenance 

(dikes, spillways, structures) 
$400 $0 $500 

Flowage Maintenance 
(brush/cattail removal-dikes) 

$300 $0 $400 

Wildlife Opening 
Maintenance 

$200 $0 $400 

Trail Seeding $0 $0.00 $100 

Wild Rice Seeding $400 $410.80 $400 

Alder Management $500 $523.26 $500 

Totals $1,800 $934.06 $2,300 

 
After all expenses are subtracted, the Nickel-an-Acre account balance at the end of 2018 should be 
$2289.63.  This will increase to $3693.63after deposit of the 2019 allotment. 
  

Submitted by: 
 
 
__________________________________________________ 
Brandon Stefanski, DNR Wildlife Biologist, Marathon County 

 
____________________________________________  
Paul Napierala, DNR Wildlife Technician, Marathon County 
 
 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
____________________________________________                        _______________________________________________________________                  
Tom Lovlien, Marathon County Forest Administrator Arnold Schlei, Chairperson, Marathon County Forestry/Recreation Committee 
 
__________________________________ 
Chad Keranen, DNR Forestry Liaison, Wausau 























For Immediate Release, September 19, 2018

Contact: Collette Adkins, (651) 955-3821, cadkins@biologicaldiversity.org

Lawsuit Launched to Push Trump Administration Toward National Wolf Recovery 
Plan 

Legal Action Could Scuttle Effort to Strip Gray Wolves of Protection

MINNEAPOLIS— The Center for Biological Diversity today filed a notice of intent to sue the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service for violating the Endangered Species Act by never providing a 
comprehensive recovery plan for gray wolves nationwide as the law requires.  

Today’s notice calls for a national wolf recovery plan. According to the Endangered Species Act, 
wolves must remain protected until the Fish and Wildlife Service implements such a plan.

Instead, this summer the agency announced plans to strip federal protection from wolves in the 
lower 48 states. That would make them vulnerable to trophy hunting and trapping, halting their 
progress toward recovery. The Service expects to publish a proposal to remove wolf protection by 
the end of the calendar year.

“With federal protections gray wolves have made tremendous progress, but they’re not yet 
recovered nationwide,” said Collette Adkins, a Minneapolis-based Center biologist and attorney. 
“If successful, our lawsuit would require the federal government to foster wolf populations in 
suitable areas across the country rather than rush to prematurely remove safeguards.”

A recovery plan would enable wolves to establish viable populations in areas where small 
populations are still recovering, including California, Oregon and Washington. 
It would also promote recovery in areas like the southern Rockies, Dakotas and Adirondacks, 
which have suitable wolf habitat but no wolf populations. 

The notice explains that the Service previously denied the Center’s formal petition requesting 
development of a national wolf recovery plan. 

“The Fish and Wildlife Service needs to chart a path toward truly recovering wolves,” said Adkins. 
“We’re doing all we can to make sure Trump officials fulfill their obligation to restore wolves in 
suitable habitats across the country.”
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Beyond a national plan for recovery, the Endangered Species Act requires the agency to conduct 
a status review every five years. But six years have passed since the last national wolf status 
review. 

Photo courtesy Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife. Images are available for media use. 

The Center for Biological Diversity is a national, nonprofit conservation organization with more than 1.6 
million members and online activists dedicated to the protection of endangered species and wild places.

More press releases
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MEMO 
To:  Forest  Citizen’s Advisory Subcommittee 

From:  Tom Lovlien, Forest Administrator 

Date:  December 11, 2018 

Re:  2019 Meeting Dates 

 

Meetings begin at 6:00 pm 

Wednesday, March 13, 2019   212 River Drive, Room 2 

Wednesday, June 5, 2019   212 River Drive, Room 2 

Wednesday, September 18, 2019  212 River Drive, Room 2 

Wednesday, December 18, 2019  212 River Drive, Room 2 
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